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STAR The latest annual Proceedings of the Massa- 

chusetts Order of Eastern Star indicate 
that this fine organization continues its good works, 
quietly and efficiently caring for its own and conduct- 
ing its work with the dignity and prudence befitting 
its 61 years. 

New officers come into the administration, but 
always with a fine precedent to guide them, bringing 
fresh zeal to a worthy cause. 

As an ally of Massachusetts Freemasonry, although 
not a part of it, the men and women of this fine organ- 
ization deserve credit for good work in the fraternal 
field. 

To the newly-elected Grand Matron Tur Crarrs- 
MAN proffers best wishes, and to the retiring Grand 
Matron felicitations upon the successful completion of 
a busy year in difficult times. 


RETURN From the country and seashore the 

hosts return. School, that bugaboo 
which to youth appears as an ominous hardship; the 
“tired” business man facing a plague of new inquisi- 
torial impositions from Washington with mixed feel- 
ings——in many cases with apprehension—all too soon 
the joys of the sojourn away from the marts of men 
will be but a memory. 

Lodges resume Work. The Master to whom is del- 
egated the rule and government of his lodge will find 
perhaps a little brighter outlook in some respects, 
but, generally speaking, the old lethargy will be as 
much in evidence as ever, and he will need to draw 


on whatever resources of mind and body his summer 

teation has brought him to stimulate interest and 
activity in the members of the lodge. The matter of 
making new Masons, with the attendant ritual and 
rehearsals, will absorb part of the time, but more 
important than this will be the enlightenment of those 
already within the Craft as to. their responsibilities 
toward it: and it is deplorably true that much of 
this is needed, , 

The indifference of the ave rage man to his Masonic 
fies is a thing to be concerned about: it should be the 
chief concern of those in authority, Granted a multi- 
plicity of distracting: outside interests, the picture of 
our allegorical ente rprise and the great opportunities 
for service within it is not flattering, and the need for 
nuprovement should be made so plain that no one with 
nosense of responsibility or desire to be of service to 
his fellows will seek to avoid it, This can be done in 
many ways differently according as men may inter- 
pret perhaps but it can be done by all working to one 


MASONIC CRAFTSMAN [ 


eptember, 1937 


end. Until new interest is awakened and the whole 
force of Freemasonry and what it stands for is put to 
work, it cannot be said to be worthy of its inheri- 
tance. 

It is to be hoped that new zeal will be found after 
the holiday season, for greater effort on behalf of 
real Masonic Work. 


FISH In a recent issue of THe Crarrsman, and 

titled “ripe,” exception was taken to a 
contemporary’s parody on the obligation of a Free- 
mason, and a rebuke was administered to its author 
for seeming levity. 

There have been other breaches of good Masonic 
manners in the past, and it was felt that the best way 
to discourage them was to condemn them promptly, 
‘ategorically and unequivocally. 

While entirely a matter of ethics, none the less an 
undignified utterance even remotely connected with a 
sacred rite is to be deplored, as good Craftsmen will 
agree. 

It seems, however, that the composition was jn- 
tended to be humorous, and we are taken to task by 
its author in a delightful if not convincing dissertation 
for a lack of appreciation of the elusive art of satire. 

One delightful repercussion has followed from the 
literary jousting: our fellow editor, whose product 
was damned, comes back handsomely and with a big- 
ness of heart which proves him to be a man of large 
mind and stout epidermis, turns the other check, ta 
ing all the ground from under our editorial feet by 
sending to us securely packed in ice a lordly thirty- 
pound Chinook salmon clear from the other side of 
the continent, with an invitation to visit those vast 
spaces of the West, where all things in Nature are 
superlatively excellent and only man is vile. 

It is never a pleasure to criticize one’s fellows. Tt 
is ever a pleasure to mect a genuine man; and the 
enjoyment of that fish will long remain a pleasant 
memory. 


SPAIN Out of harassed Spain pours a deluge of 

propaganda, most of it emanating from 
embassy sources and the government side. The story 
of “The Martyrdom of Madrid” by the French jour- 
nalist, Louis Delapree, describes the horrors of a be- 
sieged city with a plentitude of detail which is harrow- 
ing in the extreme. It wrings the heartstrings to read 
his story, which presumably is intended to elicit the 
sympathy of the outside world. A communication from 
the Spanish embassy in W ashington, D. C., sets forth 
the “persecution of Jews and Freemasons in rebel 
Spain,” and, presumably, is intended to alienate 
American Freemasonry from General Franco and his 
supporters. 

Other printed and typewritten topics in similar vein 
seck to stir the emotions of Americans, but at this 
distance, it is impossble to get at the root of things. 
Deferred decision is counselled, even at the risk of 
appearing callous to the sufferings of innocent people. 

The attempted tie-up of Freemasonry with the pres- 
ent revolution and citation of the theory that Free- 
masonry similarly caused the French Revolution, is 
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not convincing, in the light of well authenticated his- 
torical facts. The strength of Freemasonry in Spain 
has never at any time been an important factor in the 
affairs of that country, but now, apparently, any sin- 
ister circumstance is attributed to it or its virtues ex- 
tolled, according as the propagandists desire. 

Whatever the outcome of the present fratricidal 
struggle, the truth is evident that any policy of mis- 
rule or suppression of the free spirit of a people will 
inevitably bring retribution to its perpetrators 

The sympathy of Masons as of all decent-thinking 


humans will go out to the unfortunate and _ helpless 
women and children in their present extremity in 
Spain, and when the light is sufficiently strong to see 
the truth, a more material support will doubtless be 


forthcoming. 


MORE A copyrighted dispatch from Berlin to the 
New York Tiimes under date of September 
15, brings the startling news (?) that “Masonic lodges 
in the U. S. are supporting Bolshevists in return for 
the assurances that the Masonic moyement (whatever 
that is) will enjoy complete freedom in ‘Red Spain.’ ” 

It is further alleged from the same source (Angriff) 
that “American Masons are collecting a squadron of 
18 bombers which will be named after high Masonic 
chiefs to be smuggled into Spain.” 

Still further that “gigantic sums for the purchase 
of influential American newspapers ... the sum men- 
tioned is a hundred million dollars,” and more to the 
same effect. 

Were it not for a saving sense of humour which is 
possessed by most Masons, the mention of such vast 
sums of money, the implied political influence of 
American “chiefs” who must be flattered to have such 
engines of destructions named for them, would indeed 
seem to involve the Craft in dastardly deeds. 

But the fact is that the insinuations are baseless, 
being purely propaganda, and of a particularly vicious 
sort. 


The cause of peace and goodwill is not helped by 
such slanders. 


STANDARDS One thing sorely needed today is 
recognition of the existence of moral 
standards which are something more than the expres- 
sion of individual likes and dislikes, and which are 
therefore binding on all men. Many people nowadays 
deny the existence of any objective standards of con- 
duct. They argue: How can there be a science of mor- 
als when questions of right and wrong are merely mat- 
ters of individual taste? They incline, as Stevenson 
said, to “Cain’s heresy”; they let their brother go 
to the devil in his own way. Many people are actu- 
ally afraid of condemning any action of anyone else 
(unless, of course, it causes them personal inconven- 
ience), as if there were something specially broad- 
minded in denying the existence of moral standards. 
Two things are beyond dispute. One is that no so- 
ciety can contume to exist w ithout any moral stand- 
ards. Positive law will not take the place of morality 
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as a restraint on men’s selfishness and savagery, for 
as has often been observed, any law that is in advance 
of public moral opinion is powerless. A striking evi- 
dence of the truth of this was the 18th Amendment, 
the farce maintained during its existence, and the 
final repudiation by the public of its authority. 

The second thing which cannot be disputed is that 
moral standards must be recognized as having author- 
ity. And this authority wherein it is said “Thou shalt, 
Thou shalt not.” Where is this to come from? Mainly 
perhaps from Religion, and backing up religion, from 
the Masonic fraternity; for it is of the essence of Ma- 
sonic law to support the moral law, and it were idle 
to deny it. No community can continue to exist with- 
out a moral law, and this will not be done but by 
plain men thinking out the implications of their faith 
and then having the courage of their convictions 

So men who profess ‘to be Freemasons may find, if 
they will, a really serious work to do outside the lodge- 
room, and by so doing render a service unequalled in 
any other field—with assurance that their efforts, ac- 
cording to the degree to which they put their talents 
into it, will redound to their own satisfaction, and 
maintain or advance the happiness of living. 

Not an easy effort, to be sure, but worthy of a per- 
severing best. 


DUES Truly a hot subject for hot weather is this 

matter of dues, yet it remains to plague 
secretaries whose job is closest to it, as well as the 
master, who seeks to keep his lodge solvent. 

The crisis in N.P.D.s is probably past for the time 
being, and yet the problem remains a constant one. 
There is discussion pro and con as to whether ’tis best 
to drop men because they cannot pay, creating there- 
by a potential source of soreness, or to carry delin- 
quents along until their fortunes improve and they 
may be able to square themselves and be in “good 
standing” again. 


> 


Incidentally, that “good standing” phrase is a mis- 
nomer, for surely if one is poor and downcast because 
of misfortune, unable to meet his honest obligations, 
he should not be an object of contumely from those 
who should by every right proffer him the hand of 
friendship. Something is said somewhere about “help, 
aid and assistance,” and we hold it to be hypocritical 
to subscribe to such tenets while at the same time 
frowning upon the unfortunate. Certainly no man is 
less a Mason because he has been dropped from the 
rolls for unpaid dues, if he has lived his Masonry, That 
precious flash of Light which came to him at the altar 
may burn just as br ghtly for all of poverty or mis- 
chance, whether he be affiliated or not. 

The hardy, complacent soul who, with comfortable 
bank account seeks to run the fraternity on a busine 
basis, can sometimes err in the matter of efficiency 
Before casting off a brother from his Masonic tie. the 
greatest of care should always and in every instance 
be exercised so that no injustice be done. 

Charity has been said to begin at home, and surely 
a Mason’s home lodge is the ‘place wherein he ought 
to be able, with confidence, to see it exemplified. 
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SUPREME AUT'HORITY NECESSARY 
By Aurren H. Moornovse 
Editor Masonic Craftsman, Boston 


T has always scemed to us that a divided authority 
is a weakened authority, and the best results are 
secured through a centralization which has the 

confidence of all and comprising the ablest and most 
experienced administrators. This 
is true of Freemasonry as of all 
institutions. With proper safe- 
guards set up to prevent a dicta- 
torship or an autocratic hier- 
archy, great benefits would, it is 
believed, accrue to the Craft, 
much waste and confusion in du- 
plicated effort be climinated and a 
higher ratio of efficiency secured. 

In the Scottish Rite there are 
in the United States two jurisdic- 
tions—North and South—with headquarters in two 
sections, functioning independently and yet in close 
collaboration with cach other. The system is an ex- 
cellent one. One has only to study the Proceedings of 
the “Mother”? and the “Northern” jurisdictions to be 
convinced of the merit of the method. 

In so-called Blue Lodge Freemasonry, however, 
there are in this country no less than forty-nine sep- 
arate and distinct grand jurisdictions—some of them 
of ancient origin, steeped in the atmosphere of tra- 
dition; others in the newer sections of the country 
where tradition is not the same fetish but where none 
the less the charitable and human impulses of the Craft 
pulsate no less ardently. If the work and direction 
of all could be coordinated in some form, a united and 
clearly defined front might be presented to the world. 
Because a thing has been done in the same way from 
time immemorial is no reason for not changing it, and 
in days like these when an altered world compels altered 
practices, administrative thought should be given to 
what is an important matter. Necessity may  ulti- 
mately compel it-incredulous as that may scem, 

We know there will be objections raised to such a 
plan by those of the older tradition, to oppose this 
establishment of a Supreme Court of Freemasonry 
with authority to act; the old) arguments will be 
hashed and rehashed and the hogy of a national grand 
lodge paraded——nevertheless there still is place for a 
single unified authority in United States Freemasonry. 

The United Grand Lodge of England functions as 
a governing body for thousands of lodges scattered 
all over the face of the carth, and is preeminently dis 
it 


tinguished, enjoying the confidence of all. Were 


otherwise, confusion and misunderstanding would in- 
evitably ensue throughout the Empire; harmony is 
the peculiar strength of any institution, particularly 
this of ours, and the harmony of the Grand Lodge 
of England is proverbial. Sound sense would seem to 
dictate the establishment of a somewhat similar su- 
preme authority here. Human nature does change, 
with increasing knowledge, at least in its background: 
no man of enlightened thought or breadth of vision 
need fear that with the right will to cooperate a Su- 
preme Court of Freemasonry can be other than prac- 
ticable, possible, and desirable. 

The topic, however, is too big in scope to be suit- 
ably covered in the brief limits of this symposium, A 
national plebiscite may well be taken to ascertain the 
will of the Craft. After that, organization and essen- 
tial details could be taken up and concrete action 
formulated. 


NOT POSSIBLE YET 
By J. A. F 
Editor Masonic Tidings, Milwaukee 


RLY, 


ERE is a subject in direct line with previous 
discussions in these pages of the possibility or 
practicability of a Central or Supreme Grand 

Lodge. While the present subject has a somewhat 
more general aspect, it settles 
down to practically the sane 
thing. Whether it be called Gen- 
eral or Supreme Grand Lodge, or 
whether it be styled a Masonic 
Supreme Court, the mechanies of 
organization would be about the 
same, and the arguments against 
the one as effective against the 
other. These arguments have been 
recited time and again, but may 
be boiled down to one—the fear 
of a loss of dignity and power on the part of individual 
grand lodges. In other words, selfishness of state 
grand lodge officials. 


The organization of any general or final central 
authority would inevitably mean the surrender of 
some authority by the state bodies. And this they 
‘annot contemplate without shivers of apprehension 
at the possible results. While they may not voice 
their apprehension, they are mentally certain that 
Freemasonry would never survive any such govern- 
mental earthquake. 

Of course, such an attitude is both unwise and 


against the best interests of the fraternity, but try 
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and get official Freemasonry to see it. As long as 
such a view-point is general—and it is because such a 
change would affect them alike—what can be done 
about it? The only remedy would be for the rank 
and file of the Craft membership to arise in their 
might and act according to their convictions. But 
here again, there are scrious disadvantages to over- 
come, for, sad to say, the rank and file is neither 
accustomed nor qualified to act decisively, of its own 
volition. It has too long accustomed itself to play 
the game of “follow the leader,” and has thus lost 
its power of initiative. 

The establishment of a central or supreme power— 
call it Grand Lodge, Supreme Court, or what you 
will—is highly desirable for the benefit of Freema- 
sonry in the United States; but before any such action 
can be taken, there must be a wide-spread campaign 
of education as to the advantages and benefits to be 
derived. 


POSSIBLE, BUT’ NOT) PROBABLE 
By Jos. i. Morcompr 
Editor Masonic World, San Francisco 


“SS IT Possible to Devise a Supreme Masonic Author- 
ity to Resolve All Craft Questions?” We suspect 
that this topic arose in the mind of a colleague 

during the late heated discussion of the make-up of 
the Supreme Court of the United 

States. Why not, he may have 

reasoned, an ultimate tribunal for 

American) Masonry, to which 

might be referred for final settle- 

ment any and all differences be- 
tween jurisdictions or brothers, 
not to be settled by direct nego- 

‘tiations between the parties imme- 

diately concerned. 

These symposia: 
presented the arguments for and 


ts have already 


against a general Grand Lodge, and their opinions 
have been clearly stated, It would seem at first glance 


tates a going over the 


that the present topic nee 
ground then covered, being a distinction rather than 
a difference. 

Yet perhaps some of those who shy so nervously 
at the mention of a national governing body for the 
Craft might be brought to calm consideration of a 
Masonic Supreme Court. That something of the sort, 
to harmonize and unify the many Craft sovercigntics 
now existing would be advantageous, must be appar- 
ent to those really informed of conditions, and the 
necessities that intensify the situation. 

We have lately discovered that a Supreme Court, 
for all its dignity, and its apparent remoteness from 
the daily life of the people, is not beyond the reach 
of factional attack and the sharp criticism of those 
who put partisanship beyond all considerations of na 
tional safety. We could hardly expect that a similar 
body, authorized to decide on matters of procedure 
and constitutional questions, and able on occasion to 
even interpret the sacred “landmarks.” could be cho- 
sen, installed and function without raising a storm 
of protest. No matter how closely limited might be 
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the nature of causes ‘to be brought before such tri- 
bunal, there would be those to angrily protest that 
their own privileges, as grand masters and the like, 
were being infringed. 

The campaign for such an august Masonic judicial 
body would be at least enlivening. The discussion 
would give vitality and zest to the usually monotonous 
outpourings of jurisprudents of every grade. And 
the Craft is blest with those greatly learned in the law, 
even to a superfluity of numbers and yolubility, and to 
a constant entanglement of issues. 7 

Just now there are all manner of slogans and battle- 
cries available, as for instance the “nine old men,” 
with of course the number as proposed to be substi- 
tuted, and with the implication that the brothers thus 
honored were in their dotage. Or the possibility of 
“5 to 4° judgments could be dwelt upon, as being un- 
Masonic, unjust and giving powers of final decision 
io one man, who would thus become a super-grand 
master, dictator or sole arbiter of Freemasonry. 

But upon second thought there could be no simi- 
larity between a Supreme Court which is by constitu- 
tional right a co-ordinate branch of the national gov- 
ernment, and a body devised ‘to render final decisions 
for Masonry. For there would in such case be no co- 
erdinate legislative and executive bodies to balance 
and make complete the set-up. Therefore we must 
hold that a Supreme Court for the Craft is impos- 
sible, without a national executive and a like compre 
hensive Masonic legislature. We are thus thrown back 
in our theorizing on a General Grand Lodge, and that 
question this Symposium has already settled. 


HIGHLY IMPROBABLE 


By Wituiam C, Rarp 

Editor Masonic Chronicler, Chicago 
is of course possible to devise a system providing 

for the establishment of a final craft authority 

but whether such a system would meet with the 
approval and acceptance of those interested, or even 
by a majority of them, is quite 
another matter. Under the pecu- 
liar system of government  pre- 
vailing in the institution of Free- 
masonry at the present time, it is 
exceedingly doubtful that a plan 
could be formulated which would 
be adopted and could be made ef- 
fective, however equitable and 
beneficial its provisions might be. 
Naturally it would require the 
relinquishment of powers and pre- 
rogatives now exercised by diverse units, and experi- 
ence has amply demonstrated that the voluntary sur- 
render of what are looked upon as inherent rights 1s 
not a characteristic of human nature, particularly 


when such privileges have been enjoyed for a consider- 
able period of time, 

Nevertheless, however fantastic and chimerical the 
idea of a centralized plan of government with plenary 
power in craft affairs may be regarded, it is not be- 
yond the realms of possibility, The trend of the times 
is undeniably toward centralization of power, and in 
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spite of the boasted changelessness of Freemasonry, it 
is eventually affected by the currents which direct all 
human activities. Fortunately it is immune from sud- 
den or radical departures from accepted standards 
and practices, but what is considered as extremely 
radical today may be looked upon as conservative 'to- 
morrow. 

There are two methods or developments which 
might conceivably result in the establishment of a final 
authority in craft affairs. It is not impossible that 
conditions might confront the institution which would 
compel it to present a unified front for self protection, 
even to maintain its right to exist and function. It 
is a strain on the intellect even to imagine such a thing, 
but we have only to remember what happened a hun- 
dred years ago to realize that the vagaries of mob 
psychology cannot be foreseen. In a lesser sense, the 
day may come when it will be deemed wise to set aside 
the customs and ideals of the past in order to take 
advantage of the opportunity better to carry out the 
beneficent work in which the craft is engaged. When 
its power to contribute to the uplifting of mankind 
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is at stake, the form of its government is secondary. 

There is another manner in which a final authority 
in Craft matters may be established through an evo- 
lutionary process. There are many who favor ‘the cre- 
ation of a general grand body, with restricted powers 
and authority, possibly only to act as a Supreme 
Court to decide matters referred to it. They visualize 
a useful but harmless head to ‘the institution which 
will bring the undeniable advantage of a centralized 
united body, but without encroaching upon the sov- 
ereignty of the grand bodies governing the Craft in 
political subdivisions. Then in the course of time ‘the 
nominal general grand body will gradually be given or 
usurp additional powers, until it eventually stands as 
the supreme and unquestioned authority of the institu- 
tion. 

The advisability of creating a final authority to 
resolve Craft questions is apparently not involved in 
our present topic, but there is sufficient diversity of 
opinion in relation to this factor to preclude any pos- 
sibility, at least at the present time, of creating such 
an authority. 


NOTHING NEW 


UNDER THE SUN 


By Hveo Tarscn, P. M., 82° 


One of the greatest American exponents of Masonic 
research and study was Theodore Sutton Parvin, 33°, 
grand secretary of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M., 
1844-1901, and grand master 1852-1858. Very few 
are living today who remember this brother, one who 
gave his entire life to the Craft, sacrificing opportun- 
ities which would have made him well off if not ex- 
tremely wealthy. Yet we doubt that his name would 
be remembered had he entered commercial ficlds; he 
builded better than he knew when he wrought on the 
Temple of Freemasonry. 

Though we may not know Parvin as he was in the 
flesh, we can form an accurate picture of this Masonic 
pioneer from his writing 
Freemasonry 


. The terms Parvin and Towa 
are synonymous; one might almost say 
that all that is worth while and enduring in Towa 
Freemasonry was established by him, for it was his 
progressive activity and his vision that made possible 
some of the more developed movements for which Towa 
Freemasonry is internationally famous. To him the 
ritual was a means to an end, and not the ultimate of 
Masonic effort- as, unfortunately, a preponderant 
number of Masons still seem to believe. His forceful 
and unmistakable expressions, as found in addresses, 
proceedings and correspondence reports, reveal the 
man at his best. We of the present generation, having 
far greater opportunities for acquiring Masonic knowl- 
edge than existed in Parvin’s day, may not appreciate 
what courage it took to assail Masonic superstitions 
and prejudices. It was rank heresy and vile sacrilege 
not to believe that Adam, Abraham, Noah and other 
Biblical patriarchs were Masons: and to question that 
Freemasonry existed at King Solomon's Temple, with 
the EK. A., F. C. and M. M, degrees worked in keeping 
with the ritual as we know it today (written by Pres- 
ton, Webb, et al.), would have been sufficient warrant 


for charges and a trial, with the penalty of expulsion. 
I doubt not that there are lodges today where a charge 
on such grounds would result in a verdict of “guilty” 
and would be followed by expulsion. One of the great- 
est shocks I ever had was the realization that a grand 
lodge official, in charge of ecrtain so-called educational 
work, firmly believed that King Solomon was a Free- 
mason as we understand the term today. We were 
within the walls of the Iowa Masonic Library at the 
time; even the far-reaching influence of that institu- 
tion was ineffective to convince this carnest but deluded 
brother of his erroneous belief. 

Recently I came upon an extract from an address 
by Theodore Sutton Parvin which has a very modern 
ring to it. I purposely refrain from giving the date; 
nut it will be indicated at the end of the quotation, 
Parvin said: 


“We are wont to mect annually and as often to tell 
he old story of the origin of the institution, and pre- 
sent the people who honor with their presence our pub- 
ic assemblies, that same old dish of hash called Ma- 
sonic history, tracing the institution back to the time 
‘when the morning stars sang together and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy. Or if they (that is, 
he grandiloquent orators), be a little modest or doubt- 
ing in faith, they will drop off a few cycles and come 
down to the time ‘when Adam delved and Eye spun’ 
without the garden from which they had been expelled 
vy an angry God whose laws they had put at naught in 
presuming, as some of our illustrious brothers and Sir 
Knights have since presumed, to rebel against consti- 
tuted authority and set up their will as the law for all 
to follow or be forever ‘anathema maranatha.’ Such 
oracles are always proclaiming as Masons: Enoch, the 
translated; Solomon, the wise, and the St. Johns of 
Christian sanctity. It is amusing to note how they 
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always enroll among their numbers the noble and the 
good of all nations, all the time as carefully excluding 
the opposite class. Another and a large number more 
of our anniversary orators drop the antediluvian chap- 
ter and are even so considerate as to come down to 
the period of the building of the first temple, and trace 
its origin to that event and make Solomon its great 
founder, as God’s vice-regent in its creation. And it is 
indeed only within a few years past that a generation 
of doubting Thomases has arisen which demands the 
proof that even these things are so, and has applied 
the same tests to the Masonic history as has been for 
a century past applied to all sacred and profane his- 
tory—to the end that the truth might be climinated 
from the myths and traditions which have so long 
misled even the world of letters. 

“My hearers (whether Masons or no) can recall the 
times almost a score when they have heard not only 
the nonsense we have related as touching the times so 
long remote, but coming down to our own day and 
country these blind leaders have time and again, 80 
often proclaimed as a fact, that they no doubt believe, 
that ‘all the general officers of the Revolution were 
Masons except the traitor Arnold, and that all the 
Presidents of the Republic were Masons.’ As we penned 
these lines we received through the mail a circular, 
from a publishing house at the national capital, named 
for a man who when a boy who would not tell a lie, 
asking our aid as a Mason, to further the sale of a 
series of Presidential portraits they had executed. And 
what, think you, was the consideration upon which 
they presumed to invoke our aid as a Mason and an 
officer in a Masonic body whose jurisdiction is ¢o- 
extensive with that of the State? That circular pub- 
lishes to the world with solemn emphasis that all the 
Presidents were Masons! As hapnily there have been 
no traitors (as in the case of the generals) so the 
usual exception of one, as in the case of Judas and 
Arnold, is not made by this class of buncomb orators 
--of which orator Puff is a fair exponent. 

“Now. in all candor and with all proper respect 
our brethren, to this audience. not overlooking mv own 
self-respect as a Mason and a man of mature age. I 
must declare that such stuff, while it may poss iblv 
(though we can divine no good yeason ) be ‘told to 
the marines’ certainly to all such heresies We may 
apply the injunction of David in his lament over 
Saul. ‘toll it not in Gath, publish it not in the stree 
of Askelon. Such tales will surely. sooner or later, 
return to our hurt as they ever should. 

“Tt is always the safest course to presume that the 
audience is auite as intelligent as ourselves, and likely 
to be as well informed upon historical topics whether 
relating to the history of the world, the chureh, the 
nation, or to Masonry even, as an institution of 
great age and universal diffusion among men. History 
of Freemasonry is not one of our mysteries—seerets 
we truly have, and 

“AIL secrets till they are once known, 
Are wonderful—, 

“Now it is too bad upon these annual oceasions, 
and at home, to repeat parrot-like such stale legends 
—no, they are not legends even, which are defined to 
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be ‘doubtful narratives,’ for there is no tending to 
mislead. 

“In the light of this evidence, then, we can assure 
even the enemies of our order, that Adam and Enoch 
and their long line of successors, ante and post-dilu- 
vian, are perfectly free from the sin and odium the 
Anti’s would attach to the ‘Morgan-killers” of the 
nineteenth century. 

‘—'T is true, “tis pity; 
And pity ’tis *t is true,’ 
that even Solomon was no Mason. With all his wis- 
dom, great as it was, he knew no more of the my 
teries of Freemasonry than did the beautiful (of course 
she was beautiful) Queen of Sheba who came from afar 
to adore his wisdom and the temple he built. Nor is 
there any evidence, however faint, to prove that either 
of the St. Johns, the austere and the lovely followers of 
all that is good in heaven or on earth, were Masons, 
beyond the wish that it were so, of the Christian por- 
tion of the universal brotherhood. Nor is it true that 
all the presidents, from Washington to Grant included, 
were or are Masons. The first was, the last is not. And 
what younger Adams, and Van Buren, and Fillmore 
would say to the cruel accusation, could they but wing 
their way back to the earth and throw back the lie in 
the face of their falsifiers. It is true, however— 
and the truth should be told—that Arnold, a single 
traitor of his age and country, was a Mason, as 1s 
well attested by the records of his lodge in Connecti- 
cut, his native State. 

“When and wherever Masonry did originate, it was 
the work of man’s hand, and although we believe it to 
be the oldest, if not the best. of human benevolent and 
social institutions, it certainly commends itself to the 
enlightened consideration and unprejudiced judgment 
of men for what it is, and what it has done as one of 
the conservators of human action. 


“Our fathers, a century since, were content with 
the three degrees of symbolic Masonry, which are 
universally diffused among men: but their children 
fell from the state of purity through the sin of am- 
bition. which is older than the original sin of the most 
orthodox theologian of the old school—for by it an 
archangel fell and men and Masons have inherited the 
int. and we of today are taxed to keep up the cum- 
bersome machinery in order to gratify our pride and 
inherit the honors of official rank. 

“Tn future. then. men and brothers and Sir Knights. 
let us be content to own the truth we profess to revere 
and vield a willing allegiance to the spirit of research 
which is the grand characteristic of the age. The most 
notable event in the history of modern Masonry 1s 
the spirit of inauiry which now animates the intelli- 
gent brotherhood. The labors of such historians and 
antiquarians as Findell in Germany. Lyon in Scotland. 
and Hughan and Woodford in Eneland, have done 
much, verv much, to remove the rubbish which has 80 
long blinded our way in our efforts to find the truth. 

The paracraphs quoted are from an address deliv- 
cred at Keokuk, Towa. before the Grand Commandery. 


Knights Templar, of Towa in 1875. Almost three score 
ie uttered. 


ating the 


years have clapsed since these words were 
What little progress we have made in edue 


at 
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Craft! The errors of early writers and the misinter- 
pretations of our zealots are still finding currency. 
Shall we ever be able to overtake them and correct 
them? Truth has feet of lead, but falsehood has the 
wings of an eagle. 

Personally, I am of the opinion that slow progress 
has been made in Masonic educational matters, be- 
cause the divine virtue of truth, about which we hear 
so much in Masonry, has been superseded by the dubi- 
cus attribute of expediency. I grant that it is not 
always policy to tell the full truth, but to suppress it 
entirely because it removes idols from undeserved ped- 
estals is not a constructive contribution to progres- 
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sive movements. In the last analysis, the very men 
so idolized are the ones who would object the most 
were they able to do so. We have a case in point 
with George Washington, whom we have learned to 
revere and love as a man through the little appre- 
ciated efforts of real historians, rather than pane- 
gyrists who pose as such. Freemasonry has had many 
emulate their doubtful example. Happily, however, we 
also have writers who cannot be tempted by chaff, 
and who find adequate compensation for their labors 
in the satisfaction of an undertaking honestly and 
well performed. Theodore Sutton Parvin was such a 
man and a Mason. 


A RUSSIAN MASONIC ANECDOTE 


The Memoirs of de Sanglen, published under the title 
“Aus Jacob Iovanowitsch de Sanglens Dekwurdigkei- 
ten,” contain the following interesting anecdote :— 

The autobiographer was the son of a French emigre 
named de St. Glin, and was born at Revel in 1776. At 
the age of 23 he entered the Russian State service, and 
at the time of which the anecdote treats was chief of a 
department under the Minister of Police, Balaschow. 
In this position he attracted the favorable attention of 
the Tsar, and the first of the fol owing interviews took 
place on the 11th December, 1811. The dramatis per- 
sonae are the emperor; young de Sanglen; the Minister 
of Police, Balaschow; the Minister Ssperanski, said 
to have been a dabbler in occultism; Count Armfield, 
and Bro. Beber. Beber is evidently the Brother alluded 
to by Thory, Findel, Gould and other historians as 
Bober. The following extract from Gould’s “History” 
will serve to make the situation clear:— 

“In 1801 the liberal-minded Alexander ascended the 
throne, but again the expectations of the Craft were 
disappointed, for he renewed the decree against seerct 
societies. I am not disposed to believe Thory’s dram- 
atic account of his conversion by Bober in 1803, but 
it is evident that some time before 1804 Alexander had 
let it be understood that he would not interfere with 
meetings of the Craft, for in that year the members of 
the former ‘Pelican’ reconstituted their Lodge under 
the title of ‘Alexander of the Crowned Pelican’ and 
many other Lodges followed the example. The ‘Pelican’ 
increased to such an extent that in 1809 it was divided 
into three Lodges, working respectively in) Russian, 
German and French, according to the Swedish Rite. 
These three then formed a Grand Dictorial Lodge, 
‘Wladimir, and were joined in 1811 and 1812 by two 
French Lodges in St. Petersburg, and in 1818 by the 
Lodges in Revel and Cronstadt. Bober was its Grand 
Master from 1811 to 1814. 

This is what De Sanglen says in his autobiography: 

“The Emperor walked up and down in his room, 
stopped and, turning to me, said: ‘Are you a Mason 
or not?? ‘T was initiated in my youth at Revel, here 
(St. Petersburg). T have visited the Lodge Astraca at 
the Minister's order? ‘T know, that is the Lodge of 
Behber: he is a man who means honestly: my brother 
Constantine visits his Lodge. Do you know all the 
Lodges in St. Petersburg? ‘Besides Lodge Astraea 
there are also the Lodges Sherchtzow and Labzin.’ ‘But 


Lodge Ssperanski, have you forgotten that?? ‘I have 
no knowledge of that one, your Majesty.’ ‘That may 
be; according to Armfield’s opinion it is an Iluminati 
Lodge, and Balaschow says that it meets in the sum- 
mer in Rosen Kampf’s garden, and in the winter in the 
house of one or other of the members. Can you not 
visit this Lodge?’ ‘Your Majesty, if it be an Illumin- 
ati Lodge really, then it is quite different from a Free- 
mason Lodge; every Freemason here has the right to 
visit other Lodges, but in order to take part in the 
meetings of that Order he must be an Tluminate.’ 
‘Balaschow has himself been in Lodge Sherebtzow ?? 
‘That I have heard from the Minister himself, your 
Majesty, and wonder how it came to pass that a Min- 
ister of the Police got admitted among the members.’ 
The Emperor laughed: ‘I fancy it would not be diffi- 
cult to intercept in the Post Office the correspondence 
of the Illuminati with their chief Weisskaupt. Bala- 
schow thinks that Ssperanski is the head of the Ilum- 
inati. Why have you not joined Lodge Sherebtzow ? 
‘Because I preferred the German ritual—it is simpler; 
the French is too complicated, theatrical, and does not 
realize the true purpose of Freemasonry.’ ‘I cannot 
comprehend what the purpose really is! “The words 
Illuminati, Freemason, have unfortunately acquired a 
somewhat baneful significance; but in reality the 
Lodges are nothing more than a school for the spirit- 
ual development and elevation of mankind. I will not 
speak of their misuse: where does such not exist? “And, 
therefore, there must be no Lodges which are kept 
“secret” from the Government; Lodge Ssperanski in 
Rosen Kampf must attract the attention of the Police 
to itself.” ‘If it would only please your Majesty to 
question Ssperanski himself, Tam as good as convinced 
that he would be quite frank with your Majesty about 
it” Iam not so sure about that: he is a sly, deep 
fellow. He ought to confess it to me of his own accord? 

“When the Emperor allowed me to depart, he com- 
manded me to send him, in a sealed packet, the Stat- 
utes of the Freemason Lodges which had been received 
from the Head of the Police in Berlin.” 

A few days later Brother de Senglen was once more 
in the presence of the Eimperor. He relates as fol- 
lows: 


“Hardly had T reached the door when the Emperor 
called me back. ‘L had almost forgotten to give you 
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back the papers about the Freemasons.’ And, giving 
me back the papers, he handed me at the same time an 
unsealed letter, with these words: ‘Show this letter to 
Beber; and on the very first occasion do you yourself 
propose in Lodge to clect him Grand Master. Beber 
and you will be answerable for all things that take 
place in Lodge, but my name must not be mentioned. 
And as regards the Minutes of the Lodge, let them be 
presented to me through the Minister of Police. When 
you have shown the letter to Beber, give it back to me. 
“The contents of the letter were as follows :— 

“JF presume that the object of the Lodge is a 
noble one and tends to virtue, that the means to this 
end are founded on morality, and that any political 
tendency is strictly forbidden. If this be the case, 
then the Lodge will enjoy the good-will which in 
accordance with the dictates of my heart I extend 
to all true and trusty subjects who are faithful to 
God, the State and mysclf. But in order to ascer- 
tain whether the Socicty of Masons follows the ob- 
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jects which I have assumed, I ordain that the min- 
utes and business of every Lodge are to be submitted 
to me, in order that I may obtain the necessary light 
respecting their legislation, the maintenance of good 
order, and the conduct of their business. In case of 
anything wrong, I must know with whom I have to 
account.” 

“On the following day I looked up Beber, who was 
considerably taken aback, but acquired more confi- 
dence when he learnt that I would stand by him.” 

At the end of a further conference with the Em- 
peror :— 

“T gave him back the paper for Beber, and an- 
nounced that Beber had been elected Grand Master and 
myself Deputy. ‘I congratulate you,’ said the Em- 
peror, smiling.” 

The above interesting anecdote throws a curious 
sidelight on the historic intime of Freemasonry in Rus- 
—Bro. J. W. Speth, “Ars Quatuor Coronati,” Vol. 


INDIAN FREEMASONRY 


By Cyrvs Fiero Winrar, F.P.S. 


“There are two kinds of Freemasonry among the 
One is a Freemasonry of their 
is the White Man’s Freemasonry 
es is the same as ours. 
cannot be 


American Indians. 
own, and the other 
in which ‘the hero of the deg 
Of course there are many things that 
spoken or described in full except in a tiled peat 
Seven or eight years ago the Bulletin of the ee 
Lodge of Iowa gave a story of an Indian chief by 
the name of Clarke in the Southern States, who had 
been in England before the Revolutionary War, and 
was made a Mason there and then came back to this 
country, having been made provincial grand to 
for the Choctaws, Cherokees and other Southern Inc inn 
tribes whom he had led against the Spanish settlements 
in Florida in favor of the white settlers in Georg ae 
These Indian tribes were all removed to the Indian 
Territory. We all remember that Will Rogers was a 
Mason, and we know that there is now # strong a 
lodge in Oklahoma as well as Indian Consistory of the 
Scottish Rite in McAlester, Okla. - ; 
There used to be a prominent citizen of San Diego 
named Edward W. Bushyhead, who was a member of 
San Diego Lodge No. 35, and also of pi te as 
sistor He was a printer, at one time hal owner 
the San Diego “Union” newspapers sheriff of i 
county and later chief of police mn the city. with whom 
the writer had many talks on the subject. He was a 
brother of Chief Bushyhead. chief of Cherokees or 
Choctaws. The fact that he was an Indian w as known 
to many, but it was hardly to be noticed in his face, 
which was pale with a slight brownish tint. He wore 
chin whiskers, which few Indians do. T asked him many 
times if the Indians had a Freemasonry of thei own, 
and he said there was something that resembled if very 


closely, but T could not get lim to describe it or com- 
F T could not print if. 


pare it with ours, and if he had ) 
But there is an Indian F¥ reemasonry of their own, 
which still persists among the Six Nations, the civilized 


tribes which live in New York State around Syracuse 
and Rochester. In 1896 I called on Chief La Forte of 
the Six Nations with Dr. Franz Hartmann, a German 
chemist who had written many occult books, “Magic, 
White and Black,” “Among the Rosicrucians.” ete., 
who was also a Mason, having been made in Colorado 
when in America years before. Much to our surprise, 
we found this chief was also a Mason, a member of a 
lodge in Syracuse, N. Y. When he found we were both 
Masons, things changed, and he spoke fluently in Eng- 
lish, when before he pretended he could not. This they 
have been forced to do by a century of deceit and the 
broken promises of the whites who surround them on 
every side. 

We found then that they had a secret society, and 
were introduced to the head of it, who was like the 
master of a lodge. It differ: 
vey do things we never dream of doing in our lodges 


s from ours inasmuch as 


... they have a rule of picking out from among their 
boys growing up, those whom they think will assimi- 
ate the knowledge of their white neighbors and sending 
rese boys to the white’s schools, to high school and 


ven to a college or university. : 
At the time we were there, a boy of 15 was going 
rough the puberty rites on that reservation, for un- 
lerneath they have their own philosophy much like 
iat of Plato and Neo-Platonism, TI did not meet 
tim then, but later came in contact with him, and he 
is now a dear and respected friend. He went through 
this training, then he went to Harvard, where he ma- 
jored in archeology, and later was employed by the 
Danish government to explore the kitehen middens 0” 
t 

| 


ie coast of Denmark. When he returned home he 
yecame State Archeologist of New York State, and is 
now director of the Museum of Arts and Sciences at 
Rochester. He is the only full-blooded Indian who 
ever obtained the 83rd degree, which he did from the 
Bultalo Consistory. New York. He wrote me he took 
four members of that consistory and had them initiated 
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in the Indian Freemasonry, and there is nothing in the 
Shrine to compare with the ordeals they endured. 

There is much that resembles our third degree, but, 
as there are no lions in New York State and have not 
been in recorded history, and there is no skilled Ma- 
son builder from Tyre, ‘there have to be some changes 
in a ritual that is quite old. 

My informant is Dr. Arthur C. Parker, grand 
nephew of General Ely Parker, the military secretary 
of General U. S. Grant, who wrote for Grant the terms 
of surrender that General Lee signed at Appomattox 
Court House, Virginia. General Parker was a nephew 
of the celebrated Indian chief, Red Jacket, who 
proudly wore a medal given him by Washington, 
which went, on his death, to General Parker. These 
civilized Indians of the Six Nations or Indian tribes 
still are settled in New York State, have their farms, 
barns and live stock. The name descends from the 
mother who owns the personal property; that is, the 
Indian name, as each Indian has his Indian name as 
well as an American one. General Ely Parker went 
from Western New York to Galena, Ill., where Grant 
lived before the war, and where Ely Parker organized 
“Miners Lodge,” of which he was worshipful master. 
After the war, General Parker came back to New York, 
and in New York City was influential at the old police 
headquarters in getting out of trouble poor Indians 
who came to the city from up-state and got into diffi- 
culties. 

Dr. Parker is known among the Indians of the whole 
country, and is the one contact man appointed by the 
secret societies among the Indians to give out such 
information as seems advisable. 

These societies are many among the thousands of 
Indians now living in the United States, who are by 
no means a vanishing race. There are many Indians 
living in the cities of the country, some even in San 
Diego: full-blooded Indians who may rub elbows 
with you any day and be unknown to you as Indians, 
as Chief Bushyhead was to many. When we visited the 
Chief of the Six Nations we found quite a town on 
the reservation, with three or four churches and a 
large “Good Templars” Hall, for all are total abstain- 
crs who belong to the secret society; no member can 
drink intoxicating liquors. . 

; We first saw the “medicine man.? who was a brave 
sight, with satin jacket of flaming red, On his breast 
were all sorts of medals, The chief was a brainy man, 
who talked of his status with Congress, and how they 
made their treatics with the United States Senate 
like any forcign nation. Finally, T said to him, “I 
bind hea rd that you people believe in reincarnation.” 
Yes, he said. “What?” T asked, “Do your people 
believe that men are born again on earth in such posi- 
sition in life as they have done good or bad in a former 
life?” “Yes, that is exactly what we believe,” he said, 
and he told me that their last great prophet, Ganan- 
dai-vo, (Handsome Lake) had taught this, and had 


published it in’ a hook in 1828, which he prom- 
ised to send me, and 


which TI did get some 
vears later, As the chief saw that the doctor 


and TI rather turned up our noses at the med 


icine as being a show for the uninitiated. he 
said something to the medicine man in the Indian 


ianguage that caused the latter to go out of the room, 
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and soon in came a small man of uncertain age, who 
began to talk, after he had been introduced to us as 
their head man. Whereupon, I asked the chief if he 
was the head of their secret society, like the master, 
and he smiled and nodded his head and said, “Yes.” He 
and the doctor began yarning away about psychic 
experiences, which were strange and somewhat amusing, 
for the Indian has a strong sense of humor. The doc- 
tor, as a scientist, had investigated spiritualism, and 
had many experiences in Germany with gnomes and 
certain realms of the super-sensuous in fields in which 
modern science is now beginning to take an interest. It 
seems strange that the Indians have a philosophy 
which, as I have said in the beginning, is like that of 
Plato, and which modern scientists like Jeans and 
Eddington are beginning to expound to the world; 
especially Eddington, who in his book, “The Expand- 
ing Universe,” declares that the Universe is possessed 
of consciousness and is made of “mind-stuff,” which 
is like Plato’s calling the planets and stars animals 
or living beings as the Indians have always claimed. 

Two years later, I was in ‘the State of Washington 
on its western coast, above Gray’s Harbor, and found 
myself among the Quiniault Indians. From one of them 
with whom I knew how to communicate, I found that 
this same Indian society existed there. clear across the 
continent from New York State to the shores of the 
Pacific. There are good and bad among them, as in 
every race and nationality. But everywhere this so- 
ciety exists it has a strong influence for good, Whiskey 
has been a curse to the Indians, but this secret society 
of the Six Nations to which no one can belong who 
is not a total abstainer from all intoxicating liquors, 
has been responsible for the continuance of the Indians 
as self-respecting men in New York State, and as per- 
petuating the race surrounded by a flood, or ocean, 
of whites. Some of these days IT shall speak in tiled 
lodge on this matter, as I feel that Masons especially 
should be able to know more of their brothers who 
owned this land before the white man came to dispos- 
sess them. Some few vears ago a learned member of 
the Royal Society of England boldly declared his con- 
viction that the Sioux and Troquois nations are de- 
scendants of a mighty race, the remnants of a prehis- 
toric civilization. This conviction was based on the 
philological reasonine that the languages of these 
tribes. on analysis, offered evidence of having been de- 
veloped as the outgrowth of a very advanced develop- 
ment of human thought, capable of high ideas and 
fine shades of meaning. 

Traditions and legends in occult lore. furnish us a 
glimpse into such deep nature-truths that we are 
forced to conclude that these must be a portion of the 
thread-soul of the wisdom-religion itself. The work of 
the Bureau of Ethnology is superb in preserving much 
of this matter which, in after vears as we lose much of 
the materialistic concept that now darken our men- 
tal vision, will enable the future historian of the In- 
dian race in America to piece out that history. There 


is much that has been preserved by such men as Frank 
Cushing, of the U.S. Bureau of Ethnology, who was 
not only a trained scientist. but an oceultist and a 
Mason as well. who did work among the Zunis and 
others of the Puchlo Indians. Dorsey also did) good 
work among the Osages, as has also Dr. Parker in 
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his work among his own people, the Iroquois, in pre- 
serving the folk-lore of the Senecas and other tribes 
in New York State, as State ethnologist. But I have 
said enough to show that they have their own Frec- 
masonry as well as ours, for they are regular Masons 
as we are. There are members of Buffalo consistory 
visiting San Diego consistory who have seen Dr. Par- 
ker in their consistory. There is much more that could 
be said, but I must stop, although I could write a 
book on the subject.” 

The letter which follows shows the interest mani- 
fested in this topic in England: 

Masonic Srupy Sociery, Lonpon. 

In connection with Royal Colonial Institute Lodge 
No. 3556, W. L. Wilmhurst, P.A.D., P.G.W., Presi- 
dent; H. I. Callon, Assistant Secretary and Foreign 
Seerctary, the following comment apropos the above 
is interesting: 

Clyst St. Mary, Burntwood Lane. 
: Caterham, Surrey. 
8rd August, 1937. 


C. F. Willard, San Diego, California. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

. . . Ihave read your leaflet on Indian Free- 
masonry with the closest interest and attention, It 
could not have been more opportune, for at our last 
meeting we had a paper on “My tery Rites Among 
Primitive Peoples,” and in the ensuing discussion our 
president, Wor. Brother Wilmhurst, made the inter- 
esting statement that he considered Longfellow’s 
“Hiawatha” to be veiled Masonry. It is years since I 
have read ‘the poem attentively, but never has it oc- 
curred to me that it contained any possibility of hid- 
den meanings. Surely it is meant to tell the Indian leg- 
ends of wheat-growing cults among the nomadic hunt- 


ing tribes. This sudden intrusion of Masonry on fond 
alarmed sleeper ‘to won- 


Brother Wilm- 


memories aroused me like an ¢ 
der how or why I had been startled, for 
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hurst’s whisper means more than the roars of common 
men. 

Being a humble student of the Incas, after many 
years in Chile, Bolivia and Peru, the legends of North 
and South America seem remarkably alike in essence 
if not in actual detail. If one is so inclined, it is not 
difficult to associate North American cults with those 
of the “Children of the Sun,” who passed from China 
and reached your land via Behring Strait. It is less 
easy to account for the same Children of the Sun who 
sojourned in South America and their influence on the 
Mayas, Aztec, Aymara and Quiche cults, It seems to 
me that they percolated downwards from the North 
of your half of the continent and spread upwards from 
‘the South via the Andes in the other half without 
the streams ever meeting. Broadly speaking, an inter- 
mittent current started from a single source and helio- 
lithic cult that had to adapt itself ‘to circumstances, 
conditions and times as encountered in its drift from 
West to East, and in the last stages from China to 
the West. Knowing South America, you can under- 
stand, I hope, that I do not dare or care to write of the 
North... the reading of your paper more than inclines 
me to collect my South America data and examine it 
closely with the ultimate object of giving a paper 
thereon to the society. Your paper, however, broad- 
ens the field of speculation more than I care to think. 
For which reason I trust that you will now understand 
why I say that your opinion may serve to enlighten 
not only me alone, but other brethren of the Socicty. 
Haye you any more similar data that you could let 
me have conveniently or tell me where I can trace any; 
I would be more than obliged to you for your trouble. 
If there is anything on this side that I can do for 
vou, please advise, and I shall be only ‘too glad to do 
everything in my power. Sincerely and fraternally, 


Herpert I. Cannon. 


A CHINESE GIFT TO INDIA 


By C. ¥. Axprews 


A singular event has recently happened in Bengal, 
which has been passed over almost unnoticed amid the 
turmoil of life in the West, but may well prove to 
he one of the turning points in modern history. At 
the Asram of Tagore, called Santiniketan— the Abode 
of Peace—the Chinese people have built at their own 
expense a hall and library both for the encourage- 
ment of Chinese culture in India and at the same time 
for the study of Indian culture by the Chinese who 
have come over to Bengal for that purpose in consider- 
able numbers. In spite of the almost overwhelming 
pressure in North China of | the military encroach- 
the scholars of China, who love their 
ssionate devotion, have 


ments of Japan, 
own learning with an almost pa te 
t in this way ‘to renew those spiritual links with 
so strong and potent in the past. 
For India was the birthplace of Gautama, the Buddha, 
whose sovereign message of compassion had reached 
China from northern India in the first century of the 
Christian era. It has formed ever since one of the 


sou 
India which were 


chief foundations of the spiritual life of that country. 

The people of India have always had a kindly feel- 
ing towards the people of China, and this has been 
intensified in our own times. They have therefore wel- 
comed with deep appreciation this touching Chinese 
gift to Tagore’s Asram, and have earnestly desired to 
renew by its means the ties of cultural friendship 
which it seeks to bind afresh. While the alarums of 
war are being sounded in North China, and brute 
force appears, for the immediate present, to have 
gained the upper hand, this victory for peace at San 
tiniketan, in Bengal, has been hailed both in China and 
India with universal rejoicing. The most famous men 
on cach side have exchanged greetings. 

Chiang Kai-shek, who has been the warmest | 
porter of the plan of building a Chinese hall in India. 
has sent his enthusiastic message of welcome from 
Nanking. Mahatma Gandhi desired to be present, but 
was unavoidably prevented. “I shall be with you ™m 
spirit,” he wrote, “May the Chinese hall be a symbol 


sup- 
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of living contact between China and India.” Jawa- 
harlal Nehru was to have presided at the opening 
ceremony, but illness prevented him from keeping the 
engagement. His daughter Indira was present. The 
Consul General for China came from Caleutta with 
many other distinguished Chinese visitors, and Pro- 
fessor Tan Yun Chan explained the purpose of the 
ceremony. 

Rabindranath Tagore declared the hall and library 
open for people of all nations. He explained in a re- 
markable speech that the most far-reaching event in 
the history of the human race was when on some rare 
oce: asion from age to age an entirely new pathw ay of 
intercourse was opened up whereby mankind realized 
in a fresh manner the affinity of mind, Such an event 
did happen in the very distant past, when Chinese 
and Indian scholars, during the Buddhist peried, faced 
almost insurmountable obstacles by sea and land in 
order that they might share together the new teach- 
ing of compassion which Gautama, the Buddha, had 
brought. After that unique period of Indo-Chinese 
friendship a relapse into isolation had ‘taken place, 
and the old bridge of cultural approach had broken 
down. But now friends from China had beckoned to 
them in India once more, They on their part hastened 
to return the greeting. 

“Today,” said the Indian poet, 
me, a day long looked for, when 
redeem a pledge, implicit in all our past history, to 
maintain at its highest point that intercourse of cul- 
ture and friendship with China whose foundations were 
laid by our ancestors in both countries cighteen hun- 


“is a great day for 
I should be able to 


MS 


me 
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dred years ago. Students and scholars will now come 
from China and live as part of ourselves, sharing our 
own lifo and letting us share theirs. Thus we hope to 
be enabled to build. up once more that fruitful contact 
between our two peoples which has been interrupted 
for many centuries. For this Asram at Santiniketan 
is, and will ever remain, a mecting place for individ- 
uals from all parts of the world, Kast and West alike, 
who believe in the unity of mankind and are prepared 
to live and suffer for their faith.” 

Tagore recalled his visit to China twenty years ago, 
when he had claimed their help. He is now not far fiom 
his ecighticth year. He went on to point out that 
it was more necessary than ever before to defend hu- 
manity itself against the insolence of might, not by 
imitating the me thods of ‘the powerful, but by main- 
taining one’s own inner ideal. “Those who have virtue,” 
he quoted from Lao-tze, “attend to their obligations ; 
those who have no virtue attend ‘o their claims.” 

Professor Tan Yun Chan, in reply, told the moving 
story of the Buddhist sage Bodhidharma, who carried 
to China no material things, but simply his single robe 
and bowl. He loved China, and lived and died there. 
At his death he bequeathed ‘to the Chinese people his 
robe and his bowl as the symbol of his love. “Today,” 
said Tan Yun Chan, “is the greatest day in my life, 
because my dream has come true. Our country, China, 
on the other side of the mighty Himalayas, is echoing 
the love and sympathy expressed through this gath:r- 
ing here. May our two nations join hand in hand 
together for the peace of the world.” 
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Peyton Randolph, Ist President of | Lodge No. 111, September 18, 1809. polis, September +, 1859. _ 
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in 1929 became an Honorary Member 
of the Supreme Council of Cuba. 

Key Pittman, U. S. Senator from 
Nevada, was born at Vicksburg, Miss., 
September 19, 1872, and on September 
11, 1903, received the Scettish Rite De- 
grees at Reno. 

Gen. Plutarco E. Calles, former 
President of Mexico, was born at Gua 
mas, Sonora, Mexico, September 2 
1878, and in 1926 was the recipient of 
a gold medal and honorary title of 
Grand Decoration of Merit from the 
Supreme Council of Mexico. 

Dr. C. T. Wang, Chinese Amba 
dor to the United States, was born 
Ningpo, Province of Chekiang, China, 
September 7, 1882, and is a member of 
the Scottish Rite at Peiping. 

William L, Sharp, 33°, 28th Grand 
Master, K.T., U.S.A. (1928-31), be- 
came a Master Mason in Normal Park 
Lodge No. 797, Chicago, Tll.. Septem- 
ber 21, 1891. 

Charles A, Conover, General Grand 
Secretary of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, R.A.M., U.S.A., received the 33rd 
Degree in the Northern Jurisdiction, 
September 17, 1907. 

Delmar D. Darrah, Masonic editor, 
tor, received the 33rd Degree in the 
Northern Jurisdiction, September 21, 
1909, two years later becoming an Ac- 
tive Member of that Supreme Council. 

Charles H. Spilman, Grand Secre- 
tary General of the Northern Supreme 
Council, became an Active Member of 
that Body, September 20, 1917. 

Dr, Arthur C. Parker (Ga-Wa-So- 
Wa-Neh) a full-blooded Seneca In- 
dian, recived the 33rd Degree in the 
Northern Jurisdiction, September 16, 
1924. Doctor Parker is Director of 
Rochester (N. Y.) Municipal Museum, 
a position he has held since 1925. 


NORTHERN SUPREME COUNCIL 
The 125th annual meeting of the Su- 
preme Council of Inspectors General 
of the Thirty-third and last Degree of 
the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Ir ‘smasonry for the Northern Juris 
diction of the U. A, will mect in 
Milwaukee, Wis., September 23rd_ to 
the 30th, inclusive, 1937. Headquar- 
ters of the council will be at the Hotel 
Schroeder, 
iture of the convention at Mil- 
» will be the ceremonies of con- 
secration and dedication of the mew 
Scottish Rite Cathedral on the evening 
of September 24th, in which the Active 
Members and Officers of the Supreme 
Council will participate. 

On Sunday. September 26th, special 
divine services for members of the con- 
vention, distinguished guests. and their 
ladies will be held in Immanuel Pres 
byterian Church, 1100 North Astor 
Street. The sermon will be delivered 
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by Dr. William A. Ganfield, 32°, presi- 
dent of Carroll College, at Waukesha, 
Wis. 

Formal opening of the Supreme 
Council will take place in the audito- 
rium of the new Scottish Rite Cathed- 
ral at 10 a.m., September 28th. At 
9 am., the grand commander, active 
and honorary members, and distin- 
guished guests will be escorted by the 
local knights templar from headquar- 
ters of the convention to the Cathedral. 

Beginning at 8 p.m., September 29th, 
the thirty-third degree will be con- 
ferred in full ceremonial form in the 
auditorium of the Cathedral. 

The convention will close at the con- 
clusion of business on September 30th, 
with the usual formalities. 


BULGARIAN FREEMASONRY 

Stoyn Koledaroff, grand secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Bul 
ports progress in Masonic activities in 
that country for 1936-37. In light of 
the activities in the neighboring states 
to Bulgaria and in Bulgaria itself, 
rainst Masonry, the members of the 
Craft generally feel encouraged. 

The anti-Masoniec articles in the Bul- 
garian press were met by vigorous de- 
fense of the aims and principles of the 
Craft, which resulted in favorable pub 
lic reaction. 

Many members of the fraternity are 
leaders in benevolent and scientific in- 
stitutions, and in the business activity 
of that country. The Red Cross Asso- 
ciation, the fiftieth anniversary of which 
was recently celebrated in Bulgaria, 
ws founded there by the inititive taken 
by five Bulgarian Masons. including 
the first ruler, Prince Alexander Bat- 
emberg. 

During the year, the grand lodge was 
visited by several prominent Masons 
from other countries, among whom 
were Rene Raymond, sovereign g-and 
commander of the supreme icouncil. 
Scottish Rite. of France; Jean Pangal, 
grand commander of the supreme coun- 
cil. Seettish Rite, of Roumania. and 
Col. John H. Cowles. sovereign grand 
commander of the supreme council. 
Scottish Rite. Southern Jurisdiction. 
Dr, William Moseley Brown, P.G.M. 
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, and 
four English Masons who came with 
the British Legion, paving back the 
recent visit of the Bulgarian Legion 
to London. 

Great pleasure was expressed in wel 


soming these brethren frem  fercign 
countries. all of whom were from coun 
tries which were the foes of Bulgaria 
during the world 

During the visitation of the grand 
commanders, a new supreme council ef 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite. known as the Supreme Council 
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33° of Bulgaria, was formed, with Gen. 
Peter Medileff, 33°, as grand com- 
mander. 


AGAINST ILLITERACY 

The committee on public education 
of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
held its first meeting in Columbia, July 
12, 1937, on special call of the Grand 
Master, to devise ways and means of 
cooperating with the state department 
of education in its drive against illiter- 
acy. This action was taken in connec- 
tion with the new school attendance 
law which became effective July 1, 
1937. 

The suggestions of the committee, 
which were approved by the grand 
master, are as follows: The Master of 
each Masonic lodge in the state shall 
appoint a standing committee of three 
members, which shall offer its services 
to: (a) the governing authorities of 
each public school in its community, 
and (b) the county attendance officer. 
The services shall include assistance in 
supplying clothing or other material 
ance to children of the first ten 
grades who are unable to attend school 
because of the lack of such help. 

The plan will be under the care of 
each district deputy grand master, who 
shall report the work of each lodge to 
the chairman of the grand lodge com- 
mittee on public education. 

In its appeal to the Masters of the 
several lodges, the committee said: Ma- 
sonry’s opportunity for unselfish serv- 
ice to the unfortunate will, we are sure. 
appeal to every member of the Craft 
as a real challenge. Our oft-repeated 
professions will prompt us to enter 
upon this task with dispatch and en- 
thusiasm. 


WARD TO MATCH 

Williams Lodge No. 538 of Cor- 
nelius, N.C... is proud of a member in 
the person of W. H. Wally. who has 
seven sons and seven nephews, all of 
whem are Masons; also five daughters. 
three of whom are members of the 
Eastern Star, Six of his sons are mem 
bers of Williams Lodge. 

Mr. Wally became a Master Mason 
on Mav 24, 1906, His seven sons be- 
came Master Masons on the following 
dates: May 2, 1913, July 28, 1915. 
November 10, 1916, January 22. 
January 30, 1931, October 23, 
and May 28, 1937. 

Six of Mr. Wally’s nephews also be 
long to Williams Lodge No, 538. OF 
the six sons and six nephews, members 
of that Lddge. four are now its officers: 
Willie Tee Wally. Senior Warden: 
W. H. Wally. Junior Warden; Charles 
Ballard, Treasurer. and L.. 1. Ballard. 
Senior Deacon. 
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WHY DESTROY OUR 
STRENGTH AND SUPPORT? 

Of late years some of the ablest 
writers for the Masonic press, evi- 
dently affected by the prevailing spirit 
of unrest, have been advocating courses 
of action for the fraternity that we are 
unable to view as anything else but 
revolutionary and dangerous. We do 
not remember that they have ever said 
it in so mny words, but the trend of 
their sentiment seems to be in the di- 
rection of making every lodge an open 
forum for all problems of contempo- 
rary interest and Masonic hosts a cru- 
sading army for the settlement of this 
and that. There are, of course, many 
questions demanding decisions, but they 
should be dealt with by the electorate 
in general and not by the Masonie in- 
stitution as such, Every individual Ma- 
son has his public duties to perform, 
and should act promptly and _intelli- 
gently on all occasions when oppor- 
tunity is offered. No apron strings of 
restraint are tied about him by the 
fraternity, . 

As most of the questions currently 
discussed in private and public by the 
people are highly controversial, it is 
doubtful if they could be debated in a 
Masonic lodge without considerable 
damage to the spirit of harmony that 
should prevail. How long, it might be 
asked, would a calm and judicial atti- 
tude prevail among fifty or one hun- 
dred brethren of widely different train- 
ing and habits of thought with such 
subjects as these under consideration: 
Sit-down strikes, the activities of John 
L. Lewis, taxation of corporations, how 
far and how long should public relief 
be extended, regulation of private bus- 
iness by politicians, the sacredness of 
the United States Constitution, or the 
functions and size of the Supreme 
Court? How many minutes would the 
speaking continue before the assem- 
blage would be divided into two or 
more hostile camps? We cannot see 
it any other way than that when dis- 
putation took the floor harmony would 
depart from the place. And harmony 
is said to be the “strength and support 
of all institutions, especially ours.” 

How would it be possible for Ma- 
sonry to take a decided stand upon any 
of these vexed questions and present 
a united front to the world with such 
a diversity of sentiment as we are cer- 
tain exists among the membership? We 
have witnessed the spectacle of breth- 
ren in violent disagreement over mat 
ters of purely Masonic import. It is 
not a nice sight. but it can be settled 
by benign Masonic means, and widely 

different opinions reconciled within the 
confines of the lodge. With outside 
questions having to do with the primal 
realities of economic and business life, 
however, it is not so easy to reach 
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agreement, and differences and dis- 
agreements would be likely to persist, 
with the result that harmony would be 
disrupted and the brethren divided into 
warring factions. The usefulness of the 
fraternity would be most likely to be 
irreparably damaged and the organiza- 
tion sink into oblivion. 

Exactly as at present, grave ques- 
tions of economic and social adjust- 
ment were under consideration when 
the Grand Lodge of England was or- 
ganized in 1717, Partisanship and 
fierc disagreement were rife. Amid the 
political turmoil and with a fine proph- 
etic appreciation of what the future 
might bring forth, the astute fathers 
of modern Masonry devised the plan 
now in use—of a brotherhood that 
should be aloof from the bickerings of 
men, apart from the intrigues of pol- 
ities and the outbreaks of religious 
strife, that should provide a haven of 
peaceful refuge, where the selected in- 
dividuals might gather for social en- 
joyment, mutual assistance, and seri- 
ous debate of the ethical and moral 
side of life. Wealth, social position and 
the antagonisms of religious and polit- 
ical belief were to be left outside the 
tyler’s door, and inside the lodge har- 
mony was to reign between man and 
man. The fathers planned well. They 
well knew what subjects would be 
likely to bring about bitterness and 
divisions, and anned them completely. 
Who are we that we should demolish 
so carefully built a system, with no 
definite assurance that good will come 
of it?—Masonie Chronicler. 


A POWER FOR PEACE 

At the recent Knight Templar con- 
clave, held at Miami, Fla., the then 
grand commander, Andrew D, Agnew. 
of Milwaukee, Wis., stated: “If mem- 
hers of the churches and fraternal or- 
ganizations throughout — the United 
States practiced what they preached. 
and there was a_ stronger spirit of 
united brotherhood. the present strike 
conditions would probably not exist. 

This sound philosophy was demon- 
strated quite recently in Lansing. 
Mich., where the knights templar met 
in conclave. It is stated that upon ar- 
riving in that city. the knights discov- 
ered a very serious strike situation. 
Such hostility was manifest between 
the respectivve factions that the knights 
were warned not to attempt the parade. 
But the official in charge of the parade 
stated that the Templars would march 
under the Stars and Stripes and that 
no one would stop them, Thus the im- 
pressive ranks of the uniformed 
knights, accompanied by their stirring 
march music, “Onward Christian Sol- 
diers,” swept down the main thorough- 
fare, and the erstwhile warring e¢le- 
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ments of strikers and strike breakers 
stood in awe and seemingly forgot the 
unhappy economic condition existing in 
the city. It is stated that the presence 
of this great body of Christian Masons 
in Lansing not only made a profound 
impression upon the business men and 
residents, but occurring as the conclave 
did during the throes of a city-wide 
strike, it had a very beneficial’ influ- 
ence upon strained conditions and was 
largely responsible for restoring the 


city to normal conditions. Evidently 
the knights templar believe in “prac 


ticing what they preach.” 


GRAVE OF EARLY GOVERNOR? 

News from Cambridge, Mass., has 
it that an ancient brick-lined tomb, re- 
cently discovered by federal workers 
while recording graves in old Christ 
Church burying ground, is thought to 
be that of Jonathan Belcher, royal] 
Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony 
and New Hampshire from 1730 to 
1741. It is known that Governor Bel- 
cher was buried in Cambridge in 1757, 
but the site of his grave was forgotten, 
although in late years many searches 
have been made for it. 

Governor Belcher, born at Boston, 
January 8, 1682, was the first natiye- 
born American known to have became 
a Mason. He received his Masonie de- 
grees in England in 1704, thirteen 
years prior to the institution of the 
Grand Lodge of England. 

4 GENEROUS BEQUEST 

Cc. C. Crabb, of Chicago, T1., who 
ed away in that city on January 
5. 1935, at the age of cighty-three, left 
an estate valued at $416,589.81, Aros 
cording to his will, the probating of 
which has recently been completed, 
$365,681 of this amount goes to the 
Masonic Orphans’ Home at Ta Grange, 
Ill. 

He had been active in Masonry 
many years, " 


for 


GOVERNOR HITS GAMBLING 

Gov. Herbert H. Lehman of New 
York State, like his fellow Governor 
James V. Allred of Texas, has one 
on record as opposing gambling, Both, 
of these eminent officials 
of the Masonic fraternity. 


are m em be Ts 


The New York Governor recently 
closed the National Kennel Club's dow 
track at the Mineola fair grounds, and 
furthermore, ordered all district ater 
neys and other law-enforcement offic: 


Zi i 2 als 
in New York State to proceed 


at once 
against all persons who “conduct and 
participate in gambling and betting at 


dog tracks.” 
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HONORS POLISH HERO 

A new Masonic Lodge was instituted 
regularly at Chicago, Ill, and was 
named Casimir Pulaski Lodge. The oc- 
casion was attended by 400 Masons, 
many of whom had been born in Poland 
or were of Polish descent. Kosciuszko 
Lodge No. 1085 of New York Citv, 
another Polish Masonic body, present- 
ed Pulaski Lodge with a handsome set 
of filigreed sterling silver square and 
compasses for use on the altar. 

Casimir Puleski is the consumma- 
tion of the hopes of a group of Polish 
members of the fraternity who, some 
nineteen years ago, banded themselves 
together as the ‘“Puliski Craftsmen’s 
Club” with a view to some day organiz- 
ing a Masonic lodge among their breth- 
ren to the end that they might be thus 
afforded a fuller opportunity for exert- 
ing their best endeavors in promoting 
and diffusing the general principles of 
Freemasonry. 

Count Casimir Pulaski was born 
about 1748, in Poldolia, Poland. He 
served with the Continental Army dur- 
ing the American Revolutionas Briga- 
dier Gerenal of cavalry and distin- 
guished himself as a fearless and cour- 
ageous officer. He became a Mason in 
a Military Lodge in Georgia in 1779, 
and passed away near Savannah, Oc- 
tober 11th of that year, On March 21, 
1824, the Grand Lodge of Georgia 
laid the cornerstone of a monument in 
Savannah to his memory, on which oc- 
casion General La Fayette presided. 
There is a handsome bronze eques- 
trian figure of Count Pulaski in a small 
park facing Pennsylvania Avenue in 
Washington, D, C, 


MASONIC PARTICIPATION 
IN EXPOSITION 
The Grand Lodge, F.W&A.M., of Cali- 
fornia, is considering plans for activ- 
ities during America’s World's Fair of 
the Pacific, otherwise known as_ the 
1939 Golden Gate International Expo- 
sition, to be held in San Francisco Boy 
on the world’s largest “man-made” (re- 
claimed) island. This great reclamation 
project—the largest island ever made 
by man—was constructed with WPA 
funds under the direction of U.S. 
Army engineers at a cost of 43,800,000. 
The California Grand Lodge has in 
mind a special event, to be known as 
“Masonie Day.’ Members of the Mys- 
tic Shrine are likewise making plans 
for the exposition, Islam Temple of 
San Francisco having requested that a 
date be set aside for the Shrine in the 
early spring of 1939. Knight Tem- 
plary may also be represented at the 
fair, and according to Grand Recorder 
Thomas A. Davies, the Grand Com- 
mandery, K.T., of California, will 
probably hold its 1939 convention in 
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either San Francisco or Oakland. In 
that event, a day will be set aside for 
the organization, with a grand parade 
and many special events. 

‘Lhe site ot the fair is known as 
“Treasure Island,’ and is situated in 
the middle of the bay between the sec- 
tions of the great San }rancisco-Oak- 
land bridge. 1t is 400 acres in extent. 
One thousand workmen are now en- 
gaged in building activities on this site. 
Among other structures being erected 
is a concrete and steel tower 400 feet 
in height, the architectural keynote of 
the grounds. 

This pageant of the Pacifie will cel- 
ebrate not only the completion of the 
world’s greatest bridge, but the ad- 
vancement of human welfare insured 
by the latest developments of science 
and engineering skill. It is understood 
that California has appropriated $5,- 
000,000 for the fair, while the Fed- 
eral Government has appropriated $1,- 
500,000. Nearly half the states of the 
Union and eleven foreign nations have 
already taken steps toward participa- 
tion in this event. 


PHILALETHES FELLOW 
HONORED 
In the Chaine d’Union of Paris and 
the Revue Maconnique of Brussels for 
June, there is an account that says that 
on May 13, 1937, the Parisian Lodges, 
“the Students” and ‘The Masonic 
Tradition” in joint session witnessed 
the delivery in an imposing ceremony 
at the Temple of 16 rue Cadet, in the 
course of which Brother Oswald Wirth, 
editor of Le Symbolisme of Paris, de- 
livered to F. Corneloup his diploma 
as Fellow of the Philalethes Society. 
Brother Corneloup then delivered a 
eulogy of his predecessor, the much 
regretted Brother Armand Bedarride. 
Bro, Groussier, grand master of the 
Grand Orient of France, was present 
at the ceremony, and pronounced a 
stirring allocution. 


MONUMENT TO 
FAMOUS FILIPINO 
MASON UNVEILED 

The Grand Lodge of the Philippines 
unveiled, with fitting ceremonies at 
Kawit, (Gavite), recently, a monu- 
ment commemorating the founding of 
the first Masonic lodge constituted in 
the Islands, namely, Logia Primera- 
Luz Filipina. 

Carved in pure white stone, against 
an appropriate background, is the fig- 
ure of Jose Rizal, considered the great- 
est Filipino Mason, patriot and martyr, 
whose birth anniversary is a public 
holiday in the Philippines. In the ab- 
sence of Mr. Joseph H. Alley, grand 
master of the Philippine Grand Lodge. 
the deputy grand master, Jose Abad 
Santos, was in charge of the ceremo- 
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nies of unveiling, which occurred in 
the presence of more than 100 breth- 
ren. : 

The impressive monument bears a 
bronze plaque, containing the follow- 
ing: 

In Commemoration of 
“LOGIA PRIMERA LUZ FILIPINA” 
The First Masonic Lodge Established 
: in the Philippines in 1856 
This Monument Was Erected by the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons of 
the Philippine Islands 
Cornerstone Laid February 22, 1937 
Unveiled June 19, 1937 
The Site Was Donated by 
MESDAMES NARCISA 
and 
HILARIA J. JORGE = 
Through the Good Offices of Ibarra 
Lodge No. 31, F.&A.M. 
The Wrought Iron Inclosure Was 
Presented by Manila Lodge No. 1 
F.&A.M. 


HEADS SHRINE 

Walter S. Sugden, of Sistersville, 
W. Va., was installed as Imperial Po- 
tentate of the Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at its re- 
cent convention in Detroit, Mich. 

At these annual Shrine sessions, 
much interest is always manifest as to 
who will be elected to the office of 
imperial outer guard, this being the 
lowest elective office in the Shrine, the 
incumbent of which may eyentually 
become Imperial Potentate, This year, 
Karl R. Hammers, of Syria Temple, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., was elected to this 
office, 

Leonard P. Steuart, of Washington, 
D. C,, past imperial potentate, was 
elected treasurer of the imperial coun- 
cil. Judge Clyde I. Webster, of De- 
troit, was the retiring imperial poten- 
tate, 

Masonry of all ranks was well repre- 
sented in the colorful Detroit conven- 
tion, which was considered one of the 
most successful ever held. Among the 
outstanding Masons present were Col. 
Thomas G. Fitch, 33°, Active Member 
in Kansas of the Southern Scottish 
Rite Supreme Council and Grand Chan- 
cellor of that body; James S. MeCand- 
less, 33°, Deputy in Haw of the 
Supreme Council and past imperial po- 
tentate, and William L, Vail, 33°, rep- 
resentative of the Supreme Council 
near that of Mexico. 


The imperial treasurer reported that 
on the life membership plan, estab- 
lished a year ago, he already has re- 
ceived $121,000, all of which is pet- 
manently invested in gilt-edged inter 
estbearing securities, the interest only 
being used for the support of the hos- 
pitals, 
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DUKE FOUNDATION AIDS 
SHRINE HOSPPITAL IN S.C. 

Among the contributions made to 
that great charity of the Ancient Ara- 
bic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine, the Hospitals for Crippled 
Children, was that of the late James 
Buchanan Duke, through the founda- 
tion established by the terms of _ his 
will. 

This foundation contriutes one dol- 
lar per day for each free bed patient 
in the Shriners’ Hospital for Crippled 
Children at Greenville, S. C. Since 
all beds in the hospital are free, this 
contribution now averages $22,000 per 
year, or slightly more than one-third 
of the entire annual operating expense 
of that institution. 


TEMPERANCE 

Temperance as taught in Masonry 
is not a narrow term, It is not merely 
abstinence from strong drink, but 
means temperance in all things and 
particularly in the use of the tongue. 
It means that instead of mounting on 
the hill tops to proclaim a brother's 
shortcomings we go to him in private 
and whisper good counsel in his car. 

The intemperate use of the tongue is 
one of the greatest weaknesses of man. 
The Brother who in passing the thres- 
hold of Masonry professes his rever- 
ence for God, and who comes out of 
the Lodge room taking that sacred 
name in vain is very often the same 
man who says that Masonry is good 
enough religion for him, thus showing 
that he has a very faint conception of 
the religion of Masonry if Masonry 
ever claimed to be a religious institu- 
tion. Words intemperately — spoken 
cause more reproach to Fremasonry 
than intoxication—The Freemason, — 


A COMMUNICATION 
Or, de Geneve (Suisse) O Sept. 1937 
L’ Association MACONNIQUE INTERNA- 
TIONALE 
To All Masonic Obediences Through- 
out the World 
Au T.:, Ill. PF. A. H. Moorhouse, 

Boston: 

I have the honour to inform you that 
the next Convention of our Associa- 
tion, which is to meet in September 
1938, will) pursue an enquiry into 
“The Possibilities and Means of Rap- 
prochement between Regular Masonic 
Authorities throughout the World.” 

To make this study more complete 
and profitable to all Grand Lodges and 
to all Freemasons, I should be grate 
ful if you would invite your Lodges 
and Brethren to send me a memoran 
dum embodying their ideas on this im 
portant problem, 

The subjects studied at previous 
Conventions were the object of reports 
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and publications that the Masonic 
Press noted with interest. There is no 
doubt that those emanating from the 
study chosen for the 1938 Conven- 
tion will evoke a still wider interest 
in Masonic circles; the International 
Masonic Association, then, is counting 
on the generous co-operation of al! 
Brethren who aspire to the era of uni- 
versal brotherhood and peace and who 
believe that a still closer union of all 
Freemasons throughout the universe is 
one of the surest means of bringing it 
about. 

The memoranda should reach the 
Chancellory of the International Ma- 
sonic Association before the end of 
March 1938, They will form the sub- 
ject of a general report to be submit- 
ted to the Convention and communi- 
cated to all Masonic Authorities, as 
well as to all those participating in the 
study in question. 

I remain, Brethren, 

Yours fraternally and obediently, 

J. Mossaz, Grand Chancellor. 


NINETEEN SAILORS 

Nineteen young men serving on the 
U.S.S. Saratoga were initiated into 
Battle Fleet Chapter, Order of De- 
Molay, August 16, 1937, in the Ma- 
sonic ‘Temple at Bremerton, Wash. 

During the initiatory ceremonies, 
the offices were filled by members of 
Bremerton and Battle Fleet Chapters. 
Mr. William Josephson of the former 
presided as master councilor during the 
ritualistic work. 

Many Masons from the Saratoga— 
including Chaplain Shrum, who deliv- 
ered an interesting address—and from 
nearby Masonic Lodges were present. 


VIENNA GRAND 
LODGE HONORS 
ENGLISH MASONS 


Freemasons’ Hall in London, E 
was the scene of an impressive ce 
mony at which time the presentation 
of honorary membership in the Grand 
Lodge of Vienna was accorded to the 
Karl of Harwood, pro grand master of 
the United Grand Lodge of England, 
and Gen. Sir Francis Davies, deputy 
grand master of that grand lodge. 


By 


Artistic diplomas of honorary mem- 
bership. designed and executed — by 
Viennese artists, together with the jew 
els and collarettes of the grand lodge 
of Vienna, were presented the distin- 
guished English Masons by Deputy 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Vienna Carl Count Lonyay, who came 
to England especially for this ocea- 
sion. Count Lonyay is the nephew of 
the Archduchess Stephanie. daughter 
of the late King Leopold II, of Bel 
gium and widow of Crown Prince Ru 
dolph of Austria. The presentation 
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was carried out in the presence of a 
number of leading English Masons, in- 
cluding J. Russell McLaren, president 
of the board of general purposes. Dep- 
uty Grand Master Lonyay stated that 
it was a great personal gratification to 
present the diplomas and insignia to 
officers of his majestry’s army, as he 
himself was an army officer holding a 
commission in the Royal Hungari 
Hussars. = 
a 

CANADIAN MASONS 

HONOR OnIQ 

Sixty-six officers and members of St 
George Lodge, Toronto, Canada, ‘vere 
the recent guests of rooklyn Lodge No 
ASA, Cleveland, Ohio, in honas of 
Grand Master J. Philip Perry, of the 
Grand Lodge, F.&A.M., of Ohio, at the 
annual reception by the 61 lodge 
the 22nd Masonic District, i 
The Canadian brethren conferred the 
Master Mason’s degree Upon one of 
their candidates according to the € 
dian ritual. 

The visitors were met by a commit- 
tee at Buffalo, escorted to Cleveland 
taken on a sightseeing motor trip ana 
given a banquet at the Brooklyn \f 
sonic Temple. A concert by aN : 
Strine band preceded the pening of 
the lodge. The ional colors of tat 
countries were displayed, ang at tl 
conclusion of the degree, the 2.000 A 
sons present joined in singing the ‘ a- 
Spangled Banner and God Save = 
King. the 


an 
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THE PRESS OFTEN 
CREATES FALSE: enone 

The modern press is tog much 0 ES 
to aggrandizing persons who i 
added something worth while ¢ te 
sum total of the world’s achieven, A 
This exaltation is proper eae fo 
bounds for obvious reasons, buh ‘fos 
esually obvious reasons the press sl Hs 
stick to facts when building its pe 
and heroes out of the stuff of an 


“ P their 
lives. To do otherwise deceives the 


hae sacl HE a peo- 
ple, does a real injustice to the person 
thus culogized., and in light of the 


whole truth often makes him appear a 
sham or, in) common . 
stuffed shirt.” 

A recent illustration of the fendeney 
of the press to accentuate the hieh 
lights in the achievements of a iioted 
person may be seen in the stories which 
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DOES NOT SHARE NAZI Viens 

A recent issue of the Deutsches 
Echo, a German-American newspaper 
published in Miami. Fla., was largely 
devoted, both in editorial and news 
content, to Freemasonry. This partic 
ular issue came out during the Knight 
Templar Triennial Conclave in that 
city. and bears in large type on the 
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first page the following: “Welcome 
Knights ‘'emplar to Miami.” There ap- 
pears directly below a picture of Fred- 
erick the Great, eminent Monarch and 
Freemason, but we are particularly im- 
pressed by the following line of type 
nearby: “What Is Germany’s Idea 
About Freemasonry Today?” Turning 
to another page, we read that accord- 
ing to a proclamation issued by the 
Hitler regime on July 16, 1936, with 
the seal of the government, an anti- 
Masonic book, Freemasonry Unmasked, 
was given official sanction and wel- 
comed as an excellent weapon to wield 
against “the blind followers and_ be- 
lievers in Freemasonry.” Then appears 
a series of statements which are abso- 
lute and unqualified lies. The very first 
blames the World War on President 
Wilson, and attributes the blood-lust of 
this mild-mannered Chief Executive 
costing the lives of millions of men— 
to the fact that he was a Mason and 
morally not responsible. 

Mr. Wilson was not a Mason, nor 
had he anything to do with creating 
the World War. It is useless for Ger- 
man_ historians, writers, Army officers, 
cte., to attempt, by the use of malicious 
falsehoods, to exonerate themselves 
from the dark and boody part the 
Fatherland played in bringing about 
this terrible world conflict. The 
Deutsches Echo answers the calumny 
contained in Freemasonry Unmasked, 
pointing out the important part Ma- 
sonry has played in the life of Ger- 
many. This is supported by statements 
made by Frederick the Great and other 
leading Freemasons. Reference is also 
made to those distinguished Masons 
who had so much to do with the erea- 
tion of our Republic and the follow- 
ing is extracted: “In America, where 
Freemasonry is in full bloom, it has to 
accomplish a special task when human- 
ity is threatened: to show to the world 
that humanity mustt not die and will 
not die so long as there is still a gen- 
uine Freemason living on American 
soil. The history of America is most 
powerful proof that national feeling 
and Freemasonry ean be united in one 
person in the purest and most beauti- 
ful harmony, and the leaders of the 
American people are witness to it.” 


STUDY OF CONSTITUTION 

An interesting feature of the recent 
session of the Grand Lodge, A.F.& 
A.M.. of North Dakota was the holding 
of finals in a state-wide oratorical 
contest, the third which has been spon- 
sored by the grand body. The sub- 
ject selected was “The Constitution of 
the United States—Palladium of Our 
Liberties.” and nearly two thousand 
junior and senior students from the 
public high schools of the state took 
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part in the preliminary contests. The 
Grand Lodge Library prepared and 
distributed material relating to the 
history and significance of the Constitu- 
tion, and Dr, Wm. J. Hutcheson, ex- 
ecutive secretary of Masonic service 
and education, had general charge. 

Local Lodges fostered and arranged 
the preliminary contests, held in 324 
public schools. Winners in these went 
to the 25 district contests, which were 
under the supervision of the District 
Deputies, and those standing first and 
second in each were matched in six 
regional competitions. Winners in these 
were the contestants in the finals at 
Fargo. The judges awarded the first 
prize to Alfred Holt, student in the 
high school at Aneta, N. Dak. Mar- 
garet Pate of Grafton was given sec- 
ond place, and Marjorie Newhouse of 
Wildrose was third. 

The study given to the federal con- 
stitution by the contestants, and the at- 
tention called to this timely subject 
throughout the state by the contest, 
marked it as one of the outstanding 
contributions of the year to civic edu- 
cation and enlightenment. 


VERMONT JOINS THE 
MASONIC SERVICE 
ASSOCIATION 


At its last annual communication the 
Grand Lodge of Vermont joined the 
Masonic Service Association. 

The steady procession of grand 
lodges which has made this organiza- 
tion grow steadily during the past five 
years, is the Masonic seal of approval 
upon the wise plans and policies of 
the present Board of Executive Com- 
missioners, and the labors of the ex- 
ecutive secretary. 

Following the reorganization in 
1929-30, a new board and a new sec- 
retary planned a new and_ different 
program. Old mistakes were rectified. 
Old plans which had proved unwork- 
able or too expensive were discarded. 
New activities were arranged, All 
debts were paid, a budget set up, and 
more important, lived up to. The as- 
sociation now has substantial assets, 
no debts, and in five years has won 
for itself the confidence of American 
Freemasonry. It is doing its job. 

The lodge room plays, programs, 
Masonic games, entertainments, all 
with a Masonic educational purpose 
and plan, are extremely popular. The 
fraternal world has been hungry for 
Masonic entertainment, but, except for 
the inevitable and too often labored 
“oration” by a “distinguished visitor.” 
such entertainment has been hard to 
get. With the lodge plans developed 
by the association, any lodge may now 
stage a vivid evening without expense. 
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The many Digests on matters of im- 
portance, showing the trends: in Amer- 
ican Masonic life, have been acclaimed 
everywhere; no other organization has 
undertaken to find out so much about 
Masonry in this country, or so well 
provided sympathetic understanding of 
East by West, North by South. 

The Association’s Relief Fund for 
Kentucky flood sufferers demonstrated 
anew that an organization which can 
impartially and unexcitedly survey a 
disaster need and send forth the facts, 
can and does collect money for the af- 
flicted with maximum results and min- 
imum expense. (This campaign cost 
contributors exactly nothing, the As- 
sociation bearing all expenses of col- 
lection. ) 

As a power in Masonic education 
and information, the Association is 
constantly growing. As a unifying fac- 
tor in American fraternal lift, it has 
won its spurs. It is for these reasons 
that grand lodges assume the modest 
expense of membership, less per cap- 
ita than the cost of one first class let- 
ter per year, and increase the roll at 
the rate of several every year. 


EXCELLENT ADVICE 

Mr. Carl E. Croson, Potentate of 
Nile Temple, Mystic Shrine, Seattle. 
Wash., recently addressed a communi- 
cation to the members of that temple. 
in which he stated that they all rec 
ognized the facct that as a prerequisite 
to membership in the Mystic Shrine. 
one must be first a Knight Templar or 
a thirty-second degree Scottish Rite 
Mason, 

Each of these bodies, Potentate 
Croson continued, in turn has its pre- 
requisite membership, and thus the 
membership of each noble rests primar- 
ily upon his Blue lodge. He stressed 
the objects and purposes of the Shrine. 
namely to establish a common ground 
where all Masons may meet, but added 
that a noble should never forget he 
owes his right to membership in the 
Shrine to prerequisite bodies. 


He therefore expressed the desire 
that each member of Nile Temple makk 
it a “matter of conscience” to visit all 
of his prereqlisite bodies at least once 
before the eqpiration of this calendar 
year, “Let us show every prerequisite 
body that a noble never forgets he is a 
Mason,” were Potentate Croson’s clos 
ing words. 

This is indeed very good advice, and 
might be followed with profit by mem 
sonry, namely the Scottish and York 
bers of so-called higher Bodies of Ma 
Rites, who should ever keep in mind 
the impotrant part played in their Ma 
sonic career by the Blue Lodge where 
they first saw Light. 


18 MASONIC CRAFTSMAN 


A ROSE UPON THE ALTAR 

That is the name of the new Lodge 
room play just published by the Ma- 
sonic Service Association. Brethren 
who have seen any of its three pre- 
decessors, all written by Worshipful- 
ful Brother Carl H. Claudy, know 
that this, also, will provide a treat. 

All his plays are unusual in that 
none requires stage, costumes or scen- 
ery, nor cost any money to produce. 
All the plays have their action in a 
Lodge room, and the audience is thus 
“part of the scenery.” 

A Rose Upon the Altar is a tender 
and touching story, which puts a new 
angle on Masonie charity. The play, 
in two acts and an interlude, is highly 
dramatic, and the climax in the second 
act is warranted to leave the audience 
gasping and clawing for its handker- 
chiefs, 

Hundreds of Lodges in almost all 
Jurisdictions have staged one or more 
of these plays, all of which bring to 
light the rather astonishing fact that 
genuine drama can take place in a 
Lodge meeting. 

There are, of course, many Masonic 
plays. But the vast majority of them 
require a stage, scenery, costumes, cx- 
pense, and are seldom attempted except 
by large Lodges with plenty of re- 
sources. These vehicles are designed 
for any Lodge, large or small, wealthy 
or poor. It costs nothing to put them 
on, except the effort necessarily put 
forth by the brethren who play the va- 
riovs parts. The author accepts no 
royalty; the Masonic Service Associa- 
tion asks no production fee. Copie: 
of the play are sold by the Association 
at costs of mimeographing and hand- 
ling—-sixty cents, Any Lodge can buy 
one copy (indeed, can get it from its 
own Grand Lodge Library for noth- 
ing and typewrite as many copies for 
the cast as may be needed. 

Masters who want a new idea in 
Lodge entertainment have here a vehi- 
cle ready at hand. For lists and de- 
scriptions of all four plays, write Ma- 
sonic Service Association, 700 Tenth 
Street, N. W., Washington, D, C. 


FREEMASONRY AND THE 
FRENCH CABINET 
A dispatch from Paris recently ap- 
peared in a Roman Catholic newspaper 
published in the United States stating 
that, with the exception of three, all 
of the nineteen Ministers of the Chau- 
temps Government are Masons; the ex- 
ceptions being Campinchi, Minister of 
Marine, Queuille, Minister of Labor. 
and Chapsal, Minister of Commerce. 
The article goes on to state that the 
Doumergue Cabinet in 1934 had only 
five Masons among its nineteen Minis- 
ters, and the following conclusion is 


drawn: “The increasing predominance 
of Masonic influence in the Govern- 
ment has given rise to the popular joke 
that ‘R, F.’ stands not for Republique 
Francaise but for ‘Republic Free-Ma- 
sonic.’ ” 

Like many another reference to 
Freemasonry appearing in an un- 
friendly press, the above is a palpable 
falsehood. The News Bureau is in 
possession of authentic information re- 
garding the present French Cabinet, 
which shows that there are but four 
Ministers who are members of Masonic 
Lodges under the obedience of the 
Grand Lodge of France (which is a 
regular Masonic Body and recognized 
by many Grand Masonic powers 
throughout the world), and two who 
are members of Masonic Lodges under 
the obedience of the Grand Orient of 
France (an irregular Body). The first 
group is as follows: Messrs. Chau- 
temps, Bertrand, Monnerville, Rucart. 
The second group consists of: Messrs. 
Violette and Jean Fay, 


CHARITY CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND 

The 1937 Festivals of the Royal Ma- 
sonic Institutions of England raised 
the sum of £379,523 1s. 9d. (about 
$1,900,000). It is estimated that this 
amount represents over £1 per head 
(net) for each member of the English 
Craft. 

The 1937 Festivals take second 
place over a period of eight years, The 
smallest total contribution from 1930 
to 1937, inclusive, was in 1933, when 
£213,627 Gs. 1d, was raised, The larg- 
est was £401,072 4s. 7d. in 1934. 

During the past eleven years, 1927- 
1937, the contributions totaled £3,24 
951 9s. Id, his amount was shared as 
follows: the Royal Masonic Institution 
for Boys received £949,746 15s. 10d.; 
the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institu- 
tion, £1,053,629 13s. 5d., and the 
Royal Masonic Institution for Girls. 
£1,246,574 10s. 10d. 


THE CONSTITUTION AND 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

The concordat or treaty entered into 
between the German government and 
the Vatican contains a promise on the 
part of Germany that there shall be 
freedom of religious worship granted 
to the Roman Catholics in that coun- 
try. In his recent encyclical, the Pope 
complains bitterly because Hitler has 
treated that agreement as a mere serap 
of paper, and has shamelessly violated 
it both in spirit and in letter. 

The Vatican has shown a leaning 
toward the totalitarian State as a form 
of government, and is wont to make 
bargains with such nations, similar to 
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the concordat with Germany—agree- 
ments which on their face recognize the 
right of these governments to tolerate 
a sect or form of religion, or to deny 
it the privilege of existence within their 
borders, It is prone to regard with sus- 
picion and distrust a democratic and 
popular form of government such as 
our own. 

Yet here in the United States such a 
situation as that complained of in Ger- 
many could not exist. I would be im- 
possible for this country to be a party 
to such a bargain. It is beyond the 
power of the American government to 
tolerate any religion. For the people, 
fro mwhom all governments derive their 
just powers, have here delegated no 
such authority. On the contrary, the 
American people have declared in the 
Constitution: “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of re- 
ligion, or prohibiting the free ewxerciie 
thereof.” The God-given right of each 
individual to worship his Creator ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own con- 
science is here held to be complete and 
inalienable, 

Yet an authoritarian Church is 
placed in a quandary in accepting the 
freedom of worship which here is the 
right of its adherents. For it is all too 
clear that it would be inconsistent to 
admit that governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed, and yet deny that the same 
thing is true of a Church. 

So the Vatican continues to claim for 
itself temporal] power, to proclaim its 
belief in the divine right of kings, and 
to make its concordats and _ protocols 
with monarchs and dictators. It would 
fain establish diplomatic relations even 
with the United States, and bargain 
with this government, not for freedom 
of its members to worship according to 
their beliefs, for that right is declared 
and protected, but rather for some form 
of acknowledgment of its own author- 
ity over the souls and consciences of 
men. Such recognition is evidently be- 
yond the power of this government to 
give, and it seems clear that it ccould 
consistently take any action which 
would recognize or admit such author- 
ity. 

So the Vatican finds itself in the 
anomalous position of accepting and 
taking full advantage of the freedom 
of worship which prevails in this coun- 
try, and at the same time denying the 
truth of the principle on which that 
freedom is based. 


Americans, whether Protestants or 
Catholics, or whatever may be their 
creed or religious belief, must continue 
firm for full liberty of thought and 
conscience, with all the implications 
which that basic principle contains. 
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CATHEDRAL SERVICES 

On June 13th, a Masonic service was 
held at Worcester Cathedral, England, 
in which over a thousand Masons, mem- 
bers of fifty lodges, participated. The 
service was attended by a number of 
leading English Masons, including 
Gen. Sir Francis Davies, deputy grand 
master and provinyial grand master for 
Worcestershire of the United Grand 
Lodge of England, who read the les- 


son, and Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master Alfred Allen, together with 


many Grand and Provincial [Grand 
Officers. Among those taking part dur- 
ing the service were the Rey. R. A. 
Hay istant provincial grand 
chaplain, of Northfield, who 
preached the sermon, the Dean of Wor- 
cester, Dr. Arthur Davies, the Rey. B. 
J. Isaac and Canon R. E. Hutchinson. 

Members of the Masonic Study Cir- 
cle of London yisited Salisbury, June 
5th, as the guests of the Elias de Der- 
ham Lodge No. 586. The following 
day they visited Salisbury Cathedral 
and other historical buildings. 


A “MASONIC-MINDED” FAMILY 

Trenton (Mo.) Masonic Lodge No. 
111, held a special communication on 
June 4, 1937, for the purpose of in- 
itiating William Ray Denslow, son of 
Ray V. Denslow. The latter, who con- 
ferred the degree upon his son, was 
acting in the capacity of actual Master 
of Trenton Lodge, having been elect- 
ed and installed into office the previous 
evening. He had also served this lodge 
in 1912, as Master and was Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Mis- 
souri 1931-32. 

Following the degree, the candidate 
in a brief address to the lodge stated 
that the Denslow family was “Masonic- 
minded” in that four generations had 
been members of that Lodge, the great 
erandfather, William V. Denslow, by 
affiliation from a Lodge in Iowa; the 
grandfather and his father, William M,. 
Denslow and Ray V. Denslow, by afli- 
liation from a Lodge at Macon, Mo., 
and himself the only one of the family 
to join by initiation, During the de- 
gree work, the new paraphernalia re- 
cently given the lodge by one of. its 
members was used for the first time. 


LODGE TISITS 
ITALIAN CHURCH 
Officers and members of Hesperia 
Lodge, A.F.&A.M.. of Boston, visited 
the Italian Baptist Church of Wake- 
field, Mass., recently. in a body to listen 
to a sermon by the pastor, the Rey. 
Theodore De Luca. The subject of 
the sermon was “The Crisis of Free 
masonry.” 
In the course of his remarks, the 
pastor said that 


grave barriers con 
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fronted the Craft in Continental Eu- 
rope. There, in the countries where 
Masonry has been exterminated, he 
pointed out, freedom has been crushed. 

Declaring that the ideals and prin- 
ciples of the Masonic fraternity have 
been maintained only by the closest 
vigilance and struggle of its faithful 
members, Reverend De Luca urged 
every layman and officer to be on 
watch to expose and combat any and 
every agency that may run counter 
to the principles of the Craft, which. 
he added, stand for the ideals incor- 
porated in our own declaration of in- 
dependence and constitutional govern- 
ment. 

June 20th marked the tenth annual 
visit of Hesperia Lodge to the Italian 
Baptist Church of Wakefield. 


VENERABLE 
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

There are but two Knights Templar 
affiliated with the constituent Comman- 
deries of Kentucky upon whom the 
Templar degrees were conferred over 
sixty years ago, namely, Charles 
Rieckel of Cynthiana (Ky.) Com- 
mandery No. 16, and Mathews S. 
Bradley of Bradford Commandery No. 
9, Georgetown, Ky. The former was 
born October 27. 1835, and was knight 
ed on May 4, 1872, ' 
born September 17, 
knighted on April 13 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AT 103 

Charles H,. George of South Paris, 
Me., went down to the postoffice one 
day recently and found about a hun- 
dred of his fellow-townspeople gath- 
ered there to pay him their respects. 
It was his 103d birthday. 

The postoffice block was decorated 
and an automobile equipped with sound 
amplifiers shouted “Happy birthday, 
George,” and blared forth music befit- 
ting the occasion, 

Mr. George is the oldest survivor 
of the Civil War in this territory and 
the oldest member of the Masonic or- 
der in the United States. 

FAR NORTH TRADER 

Charles D, Brower, who with Ser- 
geant Stanley R. Morgan, U. S. Sig- 
nal Corps, recovered the bodies of Will 
Rogers and Wiley Post when their 
plane crashed near Point Barrow. 
Alaska, has retired from his business 
as trader in the far north. His re- 
tirement took place on his seventy-sixth 
birthday last spring. 

Both Brower and Morgan are Ma 
sons. The former joined Century 
Lodge No, 100. South Orange. N. J. 
iu March, 1883, at the age of twetity 
two, and the latter, who is in charge 
of the Weather Bureau at Point Bar- 


The latter was 
1852, and was 
1877. 
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row, and other Government affairs, is 
a member of King Solomon Lodge No. 
60, Auburn, Wash, 

Mr. Brower is officially credited with 
aiding in the rescue of nearly 400 per- 
sons, some of whom were crews from 
vessels crushed by the ice floes, during 
his some fifty years of service on the 
farthest North settlement on the North 
American continent. 


MASONIC RELIEF 
ASSOCIATION TO 
MEET IN BALTIMORE 

The 22nd Biennial Convention of 
the Masonic Relief Association of the 
United States and Canada will be held 
in the City of Baltimore. Md., on Oc- 
tober 18 and 19, 1937. Headquarters 
of the meeting will be at the Lord 
Baltimore Hotel. 

The Masonic Relief Association, 
which aims to create a greater interest 
in the problems of Masonic relief and 
to establish closer cooperation between 
the Grand Lodges and the Boards of 
Relief in the two countries, held its 
first convention in Baltimore in 1885. 

The program for the 1937 conven- 
tion, according to R. B. Dargavel, 
president of the association, contains 
a number of features of special inter- 
est to the representatives of all grand 
lodges and Masonic relief boards. who 
are cordially invited to attend. 

The secretary of the sociation is 
E. Earle Axtell, 43 N Street, 
Buffalo, N. Y. The address of the 
president of the association is 234 
Evelyn Avenue, Toronto 9, Ontario. 


BAN ON SIVISS 
FREEMASONRY UNDER 
CONSIDERATION 

The Federal or National Council of 
the Swiss Government has lately had 
under consideration the referendum 
initiated by the Frontists looking tow- 
ard placing a ban on Freemasonry and 
other fraternal institutions in that 
country. 

The speakers for the Liberal-Demo- 
cratic faction, the Catholice-Conserva- 
tives. the Liberal Conservatives, the 
Farmers, the Socialist-Democratic and 
other conservative groups opposed the 
referendum on the ground that it was 
anti-democratic. 

Federal Councilor Baumann em- 
phasized the fact that nothing /had 
been brought to the attention of the 
Federal Council. whieh would indicate 
that the Freemasons were either dau 
gerous to the civil authority or con 
trary to law, 

The Federal Council voted 106 to 2 
to recommend the rejection of the ref 
erendum by the Swiss people. 


All Sorts 


IN RETROSPECT 
I’m bitten by gnats and mosquitoes, 
I twitch and I itch and I scratch; 
My face is ail blistered from sunburn, 
My shoulders are blistered to match. 
I haven’t a cent in my pockets 
(Though that’s not a new situation), 
I’m broke and in debt and my stomach 
upset; 
I’m back from my two weeks’ vaca- 
tion. 


I lived on potatoes and bacon, 
I slept on a rickety cot; 

The nights were exceedingly chilly, 
The days unbelievably hot, 

We spent half our time washing dishes, 
The other half cooking the food; 
Our lives, you'll concede, were quite 

simple indeed ; 
In fact, they were fearfully crude. 


I’m lame and I’m blistered and bitten, 
I’m shy on my sleep and my rest, 
I suffer al forms of d‘scomfort, 
My outing was rough at the best; 
And now that I’m here in the city, 
Where beds and the eating are good, 
Think you I’d go back, if T could, to 
our shack? 
OH BOY, you can be sure that J 
would. 
—Detco Dortnas. 


BOTH GLAD 

“Did father leave an order with you 
this morning for a load of wood?” 
asked a strange but attractive young 
lady of a well-known planing mill 
man, 

“IT don't 
“There was a gentleman in who said 
to deliver a load to a driver who would 
call, and said it was for Mr, Zell.” 

“Yes, thank you.” she said, “I'm 
Gladys Zell. 

“Eh, what?" gulped the mill man. 

“I'm Gladys Zell.” she repeated. 

“Oh, yes, of course.” he replied, “so 
am I,” 


know, miss,’ he replied. 


Men who Discriminate. Smoke 


CROIX de GUERRE 
CIGARS 


Made from the choicest of tobaccos 
from Havana and Holland. The filler 
and wropper being imported from the 
parts of the islands of Cuba and Su- 
matra where are grown the finest 

| Blended for fragrance and mildness, 
| making the FINEST CIGAR enjoyment 

you've ever experienced. TRY ONE! 


NEWMAN’S 


16 Boylston Street 
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Classified Business Directory 


w Recommended Firms 


wW 


AUTOMOBILES 


FURNITURE 


NASH AND GRAHAM SALES and SERVICE. 
R. D. Lurvey, 22 Massachusetts Avenue, Arling- 
ton. Phone ARLington 5102. 


BEACON HILL 


SARACEN'S HEAD, 36 Joy Street, Beacon Hill, 
Boston. Luncheon 12-2 — Dinner 6-8. M. 
Dorothy Johnson. Tel. LAFayette 7675. 


BOATS 


THE J. R. ROBERTSON CO., Inc. Auburndale, 
Mass. Tel. W. N. 0059-W. We carry In stock 
Sailboats, Tenders, Canoes, etc., both new and 
second-hand. Our prices will please you. 


TORREY FURNITURE CO., Inc., 44 Traverse St., 
Boston, Mass. Manufacturers of Custom Furni- 
ture. New service to retail trade. Upholstering, 
Repairing. Refinishing. Tel. LAF. 7031-32. 


INVISIBLE MENDING 


MEND-O-WEAVE CO. Invisible Textile Service. 
Ciaarette Holes, Moth Holes, Tears. Room 807— 
453 Washington St., Boston. LIBerty 6320. 


KNIVES AND GRINDING 


BOSTON MACHINE KNIFE & GRINDING CO., 
1242 Washington St., Boston. LIB. 1717. 
MACHINE KNIVES OF ALL TYPES. SALES 
& SERVICE. 


MASSEUR 


CIGARS 


DANIEL FRANK CO. Imported and Domestic to- 
baccos, pipes, etc. CELEBRIDAD Cigars and 
manufacturers of BLENOWN and PIPE SWEET 
mixtures for your pipe. 93 Milk St., Boston. 


DRUGGIST MFR. 
EVAM MFG. CO., INC. 


Makers of the World's 
greatest Pile remedy (EVAM), 33 St. Germain 
ST, Boston. KENmore 1964. 


ELECTRICIAN — RADIO 


A-B-C ELECTRIC CO. 112 Berkeley St., Boston. 
Phone HUBbard 4665. Expert service at mod- 
erate prices. Appliance Sales and Service. 


ENVELOPES 


GENERAL ENVELOPE COMPANY, 100 Summer 
St., Boston. Tel. HANcock 8600. Large Boston 
stock of all kinds and sizes permit us to give 
unusually fast service on envelopes. 


FENCES 


SECURITY FENCE CO., 22 Kent St., Somerville. 
Tel. SOM. 3900. Cyclone Copper Bearing Steel 
Fence. A fence for every purpose. Phone or 
write for estimates. 


FULLY LICENSED, LONG EXPERIENCE, excel- 
lent references. Available day or evening at your 
home. Herman Siegrist, Black Rock Road, 
Cohasset, Mass. 


OPTOMETRIST 


LYNWOOD W. STORER, registered optometrist. 
155 Harvard Avenue, Allston, Mass. Telephone 
STAdium 2345. 


MERIANO SCHOOL OF PHARMACY—Unique 
Method—Individual Instruction. 240 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Tel. KENmore 9656. 


SCHOOLS 
STALEY COLLEGE OF THE SPOKEN WORD. 


Public Speaking, Theatre and Radlo Acting. 162 
Babcock St., Brookline. Phone ASPinwall 7717. 


SHOE REPAIRING 


DEVONSHIRE SHOE REPAIRING CO. HANcock 
2555.. Est. 1910. Factory method. Shoes made 
to order. Shoes dyed any color. Alfredo Creati, 
Mor. 7-A Otis Street, Boston, Mass. 


SWEETS 
LUXOR SWEETS, PUREST OF CANDIES. Luxor 


Sweets & Chocolate Co., 235A Elm St., Davis 
Square, Somerville, Mass. 


THE WAY IT SOUNDED 
Young Man: “May I have this dance, 
madame 
Young Lady: “No. I am too danced 


out!" 
Young Man (a trifle deaf): “You're 
not, madame, you're just pleasingly 


plump.” 


NEW 
Sweet Young Thing: Now what are 
you stopping for? 
Eberlein: I've lost my bearings. 
Sweet Young Thing: Well, at least 
yeu're original. most fellows run out of 


gas. 


The people must see to it that they 
hold fast the power—all the power— 
in their own hands that their servants 
become not their masters.—Albert Pike 
in 1834. 


Christmas Seals! 


Buy and Use Them 
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GORING & CO. 


76 Summer Street, Boston, Mass. 
Telephone LIBerty 0193 


FINE 
TAILORING 


es | 


Cream of imported fabrics. Sound 

workmanship. Hand woven Scotch 

and Irish tweeds and Shetlands a 
specialty. 


Gur motto: ‘‘As Good As the Best’ 


Moderate prices 


Established 1891 


Tel. TRO. 2506 


Hayden, Inc. 


House Painting and Paper 
Hanging 
Wall Paper and Mouldings 


Kalsomining, Graining and 


Glazing 


Residence Office 
35 GORHAM ST. 28 PALMER ST. 
CAMBRIDGE CAMBRIDGE 


FACTS! 


A man's judgment is no better than 
his knowledge of the FACTS. With- 
out that knowledge, no wise decision 
be made. 

Boston’s business men support the 
Better Business Bureau in order to 
help you obtain the FACTS about any 
doubtful or unl:nown proposition. 

The Bureau can help you make 


wise decisions by providing you with 


FACT information BEFORE you 
make your purchase or invest your 
money. 

Before You Invest — Investigate! 


MODERNIZE YOUR APARTMENT with 


PIONEER SHOWERS 
INSTALLED BY ANYONE 
Fits Any Bathtub 
There are NO marred walls 
or Extra plumbing required. 
Just attach ’em to the tub. 

All brass. Chrome plated. 
BOSTON PLUMBING & 
HEATING SUPPLY CO. 

Established 1910 

102-104 Merrimac St., Boston 

Near the North Station 
LAFayette 1400 


Famous BARS of the WORLD 
In New York . Jack Dempsey’s 
In Philadelphia ..Benny Bar 
In Los Angeles ......Ptomaine Tommy’s 
In Miami 5 O'clock (5 to 5) 
In Paris .... .Harry’s Bar 
In Havana Sloppy Joe’s 
In Nassau .. Dirty Dick’s 
In Shangha he Internationale 
Bar of All Nations 
marr he Savoy 
he Silver Dollar Bar 


No trip to Boston is complete without 
a visit to the 


SILVER DOLLAR 


At the Foot of Boylston Street 
in Downtown Boston 


In London .. 
In Boston. 


Christmas Seals 


are here again! 
They protect your home 
from Tuberculosis 


Pal 
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W. Davidson 


Practical Furrier 


Formerly with 
MARTIN BATES & SONS 


FURS RELINED, REPAIRED 
anp RE-DYED 

SEAL AND PEeRsIAN MapE OVER 
To Largest FasHIONS 
CHAUFFEUR Fur Coats 
REPAIRED AND RELINED 

Raw Furs Boucut 
Fur GARMENTS Mabe To OrpER 
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CLEANSING DYEING 


QUALITY 
HAND LAUNDRY 


15-17 ELMER STREET 
CamsrincE, Mass. 


Telephone KIRkland 1223 


_ 


R. S. ROBIE, Inc. 


Automobiles for Rent 
without drivers 
171 Huntincron Ave., Boston 


ROBERT BURLEN & SON 


Book and Pamphlet Binder and 
Paper Ruler 


301 CONGRESS STREET BOSTON 
A. H. BURLEN 


Telephones, Hancock 6790 - 6791 


Since 


896 BEACON ST. — 
BOSTON 


Kenmore 1310 


EASTMAN FUNERAL SERVICE 


Dependable service within the means of all 


ANYWHERE IN NEW ENGLAND 


1816 


1664 BEACON ST. 
BROOKLINE 


ASPinwall 3380 


28 COLLEGE AVENUE 


Tel. SOMerset 2379 


FRANCIS M. WILSON 


INCORPORATED 


Funeral Directors 
OrFice AND CHAPEL 


EDWIN G. BLOIS 


Manager and Treasurer 
Residence Tel. SOMerset 0330 


WEST SOMERVILLE 


iE 
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NOW READY! 


Master Builders 


by Lorne Pierce 


® Here is probably the most outstanding and inspiring message 
to Freemasons which has been written in the last half century. 


® The fruit of a fine intellect and a comprehending grasp of the 
function and purpose of the Craft, it tells specifically and in 
exquisite language the significance of Freemasonry to the man 
who may be in doubt. 


®@ The message is clear and comprehensive and should be read by 
every Mason. 


® In order that our readers and their friends may share in this 
feast of reason and flow of soul, two editions will be printed. 
One in paper covers may be had for fifty cents a copy postpaid. 
Another in blue cloth for one dollar. Or if you prefer to give some 
friend a treat, the first will be mailed FREE with each new annual 
subscription to the Masonic Craftsman, 


@ Use the coupon below — and do not fail to add this important 
addition to your library. You will always be glad you did so. 


CONTENTS: 
J. Wuar Is Masonry? VII. Tue Piitars 
Il. Tur Losr Worp VIII. Rouen anp FinisHep STONES 
III, ALLEGORY AND Sympon IX. Tur TrestLe-Boarp 
IV. Secrecy X. Licut in THE East 
V. Toe TEMPLE XI. Mark tue Perrecr Man 


VI. Do You Brine Anyruing Wir You? XI. ALTARS OF EARTH 


SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY 


Masonic CRAFTSMAN, 27 Beach Street, Boston 


No. 1—Send me............ copies of “Master Builders” in cloth 


(] paper (check desired HORLEY, LOGS ay suo. 9 sushes a-ocinaresseapaea ay navaoess dena, erik 
FREE OFFER: 
Noi 2—Send': cvciwnes sane of “Master Builders to 


and put his name on the subscription list to receive the MASONIC 
CrarrsMAN for one year for $2.00 enclosed. 
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